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BRIEF THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM. 
(Continued from page 224.) 


But it may be asked, of what 
use is baptism? An inquiry that 
may be prompted | two very dif- 
ferent states of mind. If it proceed 
from a temper determined to regard 
the ordinance as destitute of autho- 
rity, unless its use be perceived 
and acknowledged, it deserves se- 
vere animadversion. Does it be- 
come creatures to dispute the pro- 
priety of appointments made by 
their Creator? Is it for us, who are 
but of yesterday, to question the 
wisdom of any institution ordained 
by the great Jehovah? Should it not 
be deemed sufficient to satisfy our 
minds that an appointment is both 
wise and useful, to be informed 
that it is his appointment? Neither 
its wisdom nor its utility can be af- 
fected by the dulness of our percep- 
tion. ‘These properties are inde- 
pendent of our apprehensions ; they 
remain precisely the same whether 
we perceive them or not; just as 
light is light, whether the human 
eye see it or not. Humility be- 
comes us ; “ws always be 
sufficient to nee every objec- 
tion, to know that the ok 
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_ But the question may proceed 
from a very different state of mind; 
from a disposition to’ understand 


the purpose for which this positive 
Vou. I. * 








institution has been appointed by 
the Great Head of the church, and 
a desire to derive the benefit for 
the conveyance of which it was de- 
signed to be the vehicle. In this 
case, it merits respectful notice. 
In reply to this inquiry we shall 
hint at two purposes for which 
aptism was instituted. 

One is, to afford to adults a fa- 
vourable opportunity for making a 
solemn and public dedication of 
themselves to the service and glory 
of God. All who sincerely and 
properly receive this sacred rite, 
will have previously made this act 
of devotion in private. But this b 
no means renders a public repeti- 
tion of it unnecessary. It is well 
known in the experience of exer- 
cised Christians, how much it con- 
tributes to their stability in reli- 
gion, frequently and daily to renew 
their covenant engagements with 
God: And if benefit result from 
this act when done in secret, may 
we not anticipate more from the 
performance of it in public, attend- 
ed by circumstances calculated to 
deepen on the mind the remem- 
brance of the interesting transac- 
tion, and to strengthen the ties by 
which we bind ourselves to our 
God? 

Nor is the advantage arising from 
such a solemn act of public devotion 
confined to the recipient of the or- 
dinance. It may do good to spec- 
tators. For when baptized Chris- 
tians witness the dedication of ano- 
ther to the service of God, they are 
reminded of the sacred engage- 
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ments that have been imposed upon 
them by the same religious rite; 
and when others who live in disre- 
gard of their duty, behold one re- 
nouncing the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and publicly vowing to 
lead a new and holy life, and to 
spend the remainder of his days in 
glorifying his Creator, must they 
not be at once solemnly admonish- 
ed of their criminal conduct, and 
sweetly allured to obedience, by an 
example so worthy of imitation? 
Few scenes can be more interesting 
and impressive, than the public bap- 
tism of pious adults. Many an in- 
dividual has been indebted to such 
exhibitions of duty for convictions, 
that have ultimately issued in a 
sound aud saving conversion. 

Besides, baptism was instituted 
to be a sign and seal of God’s cove- 
nant with his church. <A record of 
this covenant we find in the seven- 
teenth chapter of the book of Gene- 
sis. They are greatly mistaken who 
imagine that this covenant was a 
part of the Mosaic appointment, and 
that it expired with the former eco- 
nomy. Against such a conclusion, 
an inspired apostle has guarded us. 
From Rom. iv. 11—17, it appears, 
that by this covenant Abraham was 
constituted the head and father of 
all believers, whether circumcised 
or not, whether Jews or Gentiles; 
their father, not merely as an illus- 
trious pattern of faith and obe- 
dience, but as a covenant-head, to 
transmit the blessing of this cove- 
nant to all his spiritual seed. Hence 
in proving his assertion, the apostle 
cites a part of this very covenant; 
* As it is written, I have made 
thee a father of many nations.” 
verse 17. 

On the perpetuity of this memo- 
rable covenant, the apostle profess- 
edly reasons in Gal. ini. 15—29; and 
shows, that, as the giving of the 
Mosaic law could not annul it, so 
its permanence in the church could 
not be affected by the abolition of 
that law; concluding his argument 
with this inference, “ And if ye be 








Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s 
seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”? What promise? Doubt- 
less the promise of this perpetual 
covenant. 

Now, of this covenant, circumci- 
sion was, at its institution, appoint- 
ed to be the token, that is, the sign 
and seal. This office it continued 
to perform until it was superseded 
by the introduction of baptism, the 
Christian token, or sign and seal, of 
God’s gracious covenant. That cir- 
cumcision has been abolished, ad- 
mits of no doubt. It will therefore 
follow that, if baptism has not been 


substituted in its place, the cove- 


nant has no seal. Were this ad- 
mitted to be the fact, it would pre- 
sent a strange anomaly in the his- 
tory of the divine economy toward 
the church: for all other covenants 
which God condescended to make 
with men were confirmed by a seal ; 
the covenant of works by the tree 
of life, the covenant of Noah by the 
rainbow, and the covenant of Horeb 
by the blood of sacrifices. And is 
it reasonable to suppose that this 
covenant, made with the church, 
after having been confirmed for ages 
by a visible seal, should, having its 
seal torn away, be left to operate 


without such a help to the faith of 


God’s people? It is incredible. We 
bless our covenant Jehovah it is not 
the fact. He has been graciously 
mindful of the infirmity of our faith, 
and provided for our support a new 
seal; a seal better adapted to the 
milder dispensation under which he 
has placed his church. Baptism is 
now the appointed seal, substituted 
in the room of the ancient seal which 
accorded with the rigour and se- 
verity of the former economy. So 
we are taught by an inspired writer. 
“In whom also yegare circumcised 
with the circumci made without 
hagas mgpe putting off of the body 
of the sifts of the flesh by the cir- 
cumcision of Christ: buried with 
him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him, — the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath 
» 
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raised him from the dead.”’ Col. ii. 
11, 12. 

Baptism, then, is a seal of the co- 
venant which God has made with 
his church. It serves the important 
purpose of confirming all its gracious 
promises. Let none say that the 
simple word of God is sufficient, 
and that such a confirmation is un- 
necessary. Thus to speak would be 
to reflect on his infinite wisdom. He 
knows the nature of man, and he 
knows too how suspicious guilt has 
made him; and although his simple 
word carries along with it ample se- 
curity that he will do what he pro- 
mises, yet he himself has deemed it 
becoming his own infinite majesty, 
to give to his people the additional 
security annexed to a visible seal: 
nay, he has judged it proper, and 
no way derogatory to his truth and 
glory, in consideration of the weak- 
ness of our faith, to interpose the 
solemnity of an oath, in order to 
establish, in the view of “the heirs 
of promise.” “the immutability of 
his counsel. Heb. vi. 17,18. These 
additional securities are presented, 
not to bind Jehovah to the fulfilment 
of his promise, as if without these 
obligations there were danger of his 
acting contrary to his engagements, 
but entirely on our account, to in- 
spire us with a lively faith, and dis- 
pel from our minds every doubt in 
regard to divine faithfulness. 

Baptism then is designed for the 
confirmation of our faith in the pro- 
mises of God’s covenant. Whoever 
receives it is assured by this visible 
sign that Jehovah will do what he 
has engaged to do; that he will 
cleanse the believing soul from all 
the guilt of sin by the blood of Christ, 
and from all its defilements by the 
grace of his Holy Spirit; and that 
he will be his#God in the highest 
sense of the promise for ever and 
ever. 

Nor is the faith of the recipient 
alone thus strengthened by this ordi- 
nance. It serves, as often as admi- 
nistered, to confirm the faith of the 
church. The Lord condescends, on 
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all such occasions, to invite his peo- 
ple to contemplate the provision he 
has graciously been pleased to make 
for establishing their confidence in 
the stability of his covenant. He as- 
sures them that as baptismal water 
is applied to the person of the can- 
didate, so certainly will he accom- 
plish all that he has promised to do 
for them; and that as an honest man 
cannot depart from a covenant en- 
gagement signed and sealed, much 
less is it possible for the God of 
truth to break his covenant, which 
he has sealed for the very purpose 
of convincing us of its immutable 
faithfulness. 

How grateful should we feel to 
our heavenly Benefactor for an or- 
dinance designed to answer such in- 
valuable purposes! Let us admire 
his condescension to the infirmity 
of our faith. Instead of regarding 
itas a mere ceremony, let us revere 
it as an institution appointed by the 
King eternal, and sanctified by his 
grace to the benefit and consolation 
of his church. J.5. 9. 
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BRIEF DISCOURSES—NO. ITI. 


BY E. S. ELY. 


On Keeping Secrets. 


*‘ Debate thy cause with thy neighbour 
himself, and discover not a secret to ano- 
ther; lest he that heareth it put thee to 
shame, and thine infamy turn not away.” 
—Prov. xxv. 9, 10. 

Solomon was an adept in the 
knowledge of human nature. After 
a long and candid examination of 
the views, feelings and conduct of 
men, he was so fully convinced that 
most men were tattlers, as to write a 
proverb, recommending profound si- 
lence upon every subject which you 
would not willingly make public. 
“Discover not a secret to another.” 
If you have any matter which you 
would conceal from any one, con- 
ceal it from every one. If you 
would not openly proclaim your 
situation, conduct, and feelings, 
Reveal nothing ; no, not 
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toa friend, for he will have a friend; 
no, not to a husband, for he will in- 
form a wife; no, not to a wife, for 
she will enlighten her husband, and 
somebody may the neighbourhood. 

We read in Ecclesiastes, x. 20, 
«Curse not the king, no, not in thy 
thought; and curse not the rich in 
thy bedchamber; for a bird of the 
air shall carry the voice, and that 
which hath wings shall tell the 
matter.” 

Such is the disposition of man to 
communicate, that if you think 
curses, you will be in danger of re- 
vealing your thoughts: and if you 
pronounce curses, even in your bed- 
chamber, against the rich, they will 
hear of it, and you will be exposed. 
Your servants, and even your part- 
ners, will be as birds of the air, 
rapid in their flight to communicate 
intelligence. Fame has wings, and 
flies from house to house, proclaim- 
ing in a few hours the secrets of the 
bedchamber to the whole village. 

It seems to be the opinion of the 
wise man, that if any have secrets, 
they should keep them locked up 
within their own breasts. Washing- 
ton was once importuned by a very 
inquisitive host to communicate, 
confidentially, his plans of opera- 
tion. “ Friend,” said that great 
man, “can you keep your own se- 
cretsr” “I can,’ answered the 
host. “And so can I keep mine,” 
rejoined the celebrated warrior and 
statesman; which happily termi- 
nated all impertinent inquiries. 

Had Solomon found all men of 
similar disposition and character, 
he had not written some proverbs, 
which are a satire upon mankind, 
severely just. “It is a sport to a 
fool to do mischief.”? “A man of 
understanding holdeth his peace.” 
* A tale-bearer revealeth secrets ; 
but he that is of a faithful spirit 
concealeth the matter.”? “ Wise 
men lay up knowledge; but the 
mouth of the foolish is near destruc- 
tion.’’ “In the multitude of words 
there wanteth not sin; but he that 


refraineth his lips is wise.”’ “ There 
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is that speaketh like the piercings 
of a sword.”’ 


From the perusal of the book of 


Proverbs, we learn, that it is a high 
attainment to know when and how 
to keep silence. There is a time to 
talk, and a time to refrain from 
talking. There are subjects upon 
which ° we may speak; and there are 
matters relating to ourselves and 
others, of which we should say no- 
thing. He who reveals his own se- 
crets, is a fool; and he who reveals 
the secrets of others, intentionally, 
is a knave. 

From the connexion, I am per- 
suaded, that the word secret, in the 
text, was used by the wise man, to 
denote something relating to ano- 
ther, of which we should not speak. 
* Debate thy cause with thy neigh- 
bour himself, and discover not a se- 
cret to another; lest he that hear- 
eth it put thee to shame, and thine 
infamy turn not away.” ‘The text 
may be paraphrased thus: If you 
know of any thing to the disad- 

vantage of your neighbour, do not 
publish it; but go privately, and tell 
him his faialt, ; in a friendly manner ; 
for by needlessly proclaiming the 
truth, to his injury, you bring upon 
yourself the disgraceful imputation 
of malevolence. He to whom you 
tell the fault of a neighbour, will 
consider you either a slanderer, or 
a tattler 5 and thus you will be dis- 
graced in his estimation. After you 
have acquired the reputation of a 
busybody, you will always be sus- 
pected and avoided. You will not 
easily retrieve your character. The 
blot of infamy, with which you stain 
yourself, will not soon be wiped 
away. If you discover the sins of a 
neighbour, which are known only to 
yourself, you injure him in the view 
of others, and lead others to appre- 
hend, that you are a spy upon their 
conduct, watching an opportunity 
to expose them also. 

The word neighbour in the lan- 
guage of the holy scriptures, intends 
any ] person with whom we have any 
concern, acquaintance or connex- 
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ion. In the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, Christ has taught us, that 
if we pass along, and find a wound- 
ed stranger in the road, we are to 
esteem him a neighbour. ‘The word 
embraces all men, from the partner, 
to the traveller, and the savage ; to 
whem, though distant, we may per- 
form an act of kindness. 

The text being thus explained, 
gives rise to several useful remarks. 

I. All men are guilty of some se- 
cret sins. By this it is not intended 
that any sins are concealed from 
the omnipresent God; for he look- 
eth on the heart, and in the retired 
and dark place he is with us. He 
hears our words, sees our actions, 
and knows our thoughts. Dark- 
ness and light are alike to him; and 
he is as much present in the crook- 
ed way and solitary hut, as in the 
house of prayer. But many of our 
sins are Sain only to God and 
ourselves. ‘These are called secret 
sins, because they are unknown to 
the world. In like manner, many 
of the crimes of an individual are 
known only to a few persons, and 
these in opposition to notorious im- 
moralities, may be called secret sins. 

Many, many are the crimes which 
are known only by three persons ; 
by God, by the perpetrator, and by 
some equally guilty companion.— 
Two human beings are often part- 
ners in iniquity, who mutually 
tempt, are tempted, and transgress. 
Each sins against the other. In 
other cases, one sins and another 
suffers the injury: and again, one 
transgresses, and another is merely 
a witness. 

Jesus said to Nathaniel, “ When 
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee.’ He was surprised, for he 
thought no one saw what he there 
did, and at once allowed Christ’s 
omniscience. Should Jesus speak 
to us, he might, probabl y, say to each 
one, in such a manner as to produce 
confusion of face, “ When thou wast 
in the secret place, or under the fig 
tree, | saw thy sin.” Public faults 
are so numerous as abundantly to 








we are commanded to confess our 


prove the commission of secret of- 
fences; for where the former exist, 
the latter will certainly be found. 
Who will pretend, that, upon the 
whole, he is really better in the 
sight of God than David? Yet, he 
had occasion to confess, “ Thou hast 
set our iniquities before thee, our 
secret sins in the light of thy coun- 
tenance ;” and to pray, “Cleanse 
thou me from secret faults: keep 
back thy servant also from presump- 
tuous sins; let them not have do- 
minion over me.’’ 

Il. Secret sins ought not to be 
made public. If God alone was the 
witness of our misconduct, it is 
suitable we should confess to him 
alone, and of him supplicate par- 
don. Others should not be made 
acquainted with our immoralities of 
heart and life, for many reasons ; 
but especially, because the publish- 
ing of any particular sin injures the 
proclaimer and the hearer. Should 
one tell others his secret baseness, 
they would, perhaps, regard him 
less favourably, and thus he would 
sink in public estimation without 
procuring any advantage. 

Evil example has a seducing, 
pernicious influence upon mankind ; 
and in proportion as crime is re- 
vealed, evil example spreads. An 
individual’s wicked conduct pre- 
sents no allurement to vice where 
it is nob known. Would you wish 
evil example to cease, you must 
wish the crimes which are commit- 
ted not to be known. 

Besides, crimes, by being fre- 
quently named, become familiar, and 
the frequent description of immo- 
ralities diminishes the abhorrence 
we feel at them. Read me the his- 
tory of a horrid murder, and I shall 
shudder at the barbarity discover- 
ed: read it a second time, and | 
shall feel less emotion: read it a 
third time, and I shall hear it very 
calmly. 

There is no passage of scripture 
which requires an individual to pub- 
lish a secret fault. In James v. 16. 





“spelt yce TS 


946 


faults one to another ; but this is a 
mutual and private confession be- 
tween parties concerned. If one 
neighbour has injured another, our 
Saviour requires the injured person 
to go to the offending party, and 
tell him his fault, privately; and this 
passage, in the epistle of James, re- 
quires the guilty neighbour to make 
suitable mee Spe a Where 
two persons have both conducted 
improperly towards each other, they 
are to make mutual concessions. 

Our Saviour’s rule of proceedin 
with a brother, who has deviated 
from rectitude, conveys the doc- 
trine that the greatest prossible se- 
crecy ought to be observed concern- 
ing every sin. 

“If thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone.” 
Why should the parties be alone? 
That the scandal may be conceal- 
ed. “If he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. But if he 
will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more.””? Why should 
not more be taken? Two or three 
witnesses are sufficient; and if the 
matter can be privately settled, it 
is desirable that only a few should 
know of the offence. 

If reparation can be made for an 
offence in private, it is preferable 
to public conviction and censure. 
Our text conveys the same idea. 
if you have any difficulty to settle 
with your neighbour; if he has 
yielded to sin, and you know it; if 
he has formed vicious habits, and 
you would reform him; if he has 
done any thing to offend you as a 
sufferer, or as a man and a Chris- 
tian, “debate thy cause with th 
neighbour himself.’ Argue wit 
him, and attempt to convince and 
reclaim him; instead of creeping 
slily to a neighbour’s house, and 
communicating the report, with an 
injunction to keep silence. 

“Discover not a secret to ano- 
ther.” Rather hate the sin, pity 
the person, and be as silent as you 
would wish him to be, were you, 
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like him, tempted, fallen, and dis- 
graced. Conceal the occasiona! 
transgressions of one, who has like 
passions with yourself; remember- 
ing that you may soon need similar 
indulgence and friendship. 

Recollect the story of Noah’s 
disgrace, and the conduct of his 
three sons. Undoubtedly, Noah was 
drunken, but that did not excuse 
Ham for exposing his father.— 
Shameful son! when he saw the 
sad condition of his father, he told 
his two brethren. He should have 
been silent. He should have done 
as Shem and Japhet did ; who would 
not behold their venerable sire in 
disgrace. They “took a garment, 
and laid it upon both their shoul- 
ders, and went backward, and co- 
vered the nakedness of their fa- 
ther; and their faces were back- 
ward, and they saw not their fa- 
ther’s nakedness.”? This leads me 
to remark, 

Ill. That those who reveal se- 
cret sins bring upon themselves 
disgrace and infamy. ‘This is the 
motive urged in the text, to prevent 
men from discovering a secret to 
another. If you do not debate your 
cause with your neighbour himself, 
and keep silence with respect to 
others, he who heareih your report 
shall put thee to shame, and thine 
infamy shall be lasting. 

- You may repeat to me some tale 
which dichiseeeaie your neighbour, 
and I will ask, “ Why did you in- 
form me of this?” What answer 
could you give, which would not, 
by implication, at least, disgrace 
ourself? You would acquire the 
lasting infamy of a tale-bearer; for 
you could neither expect to bene- 
fit me, nor yourself, nor others, by 
exposing him. You could not even 
claim the false praise of many, 
who, 
—— “though faultier much themselves, 
pretend 
Their less offending neighbour’s faults to 
mend.” 


The disgrace of discovering se- 
cret sins will be manifest, if we at- 
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tend to the motives which common- 
ly actuate a tattler. Those who 
talk must have some reason for 
talking, or they must speak with- 
out motives. 

Tattlers are commonly influen- 
ced by malevolence. ‘They have a 
pleasure in wounding the reputa- 
tion of their fellow men. They 
love to see them suffer in the opi- 
nion of their acquaintance. If they 
do not delight in the misery of 
others, why should they augment 
it? Possibly the tattler has no cha- 
racter of his own to support or lose, 
and therefore wishes to reduce 
others to his Jevel. This is pure 
unadulterated malevolence. It is 
hatred, such as devils feel. Envy 
sometimes induces one to say all he 
ean, with truth, to the disadvantage 
of another. And what is envy, but 
a kind of malevolence? When, 
therefore, we hear any person de- 
scribing the actions or sentiments 
of another, so as to make him ap- 
pear ridiculous, we conclude that 
some baneful passion rankles in his 
bosom. He cannot hope to do good, 
by exhibiting the darkest side of the 
human picture to the scorn and de- 
rision of the multitude. He knows 
that he shall produce misery in the 
mind of the injured person, and in 
the hearts of his friends. He is, 
therefore, the hateful person who 
smiles at the tears, and exults at 
the blushes, the sighs, and the 
groans of one, who in a fatal mo- 
ment was tempted, sinned, and by 
a single act, ruined his temporal 
peace. 

If the tattler be exculpated from 
the charge of malevolence, he must 
at least plead guilty to the accusa- 
tion of folly and stupidity. What 
can be more foolish than the love 
of gossipping? How stupid must he 
be, who from the love of talking ex- 
poses others, and even his friends? 

_ Talk, talk, is the very soul and 
life of some. They would nearly 
as soon be dead as silent; and since 
their information is small, they 
must prattle about the scandal of 








the day, tell,;what they have heard, 
and superadd their own conjec- 
tures, or say nothing. Sad, indeed, 
would be their case, with their pre- 
sent feelings, were they forbidden 
to speak any thing but sense, truth, 
and merited praise. Verily, they 
would think liberty and life assail- 
ed, if they were required to think 
more, talk less, and relate only 
what common benevolence dictates. 
Such will slander, thoughtlessly, 
their own mother’s son. 

“QO my soul, come not thou into 
their secret; unto their assembly 
mine honour be not thou united!” 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE IST COR.. 


Vil. a l ? 
‘¢ The fashion of this world passeth away.” 


“So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom,”’ is the prophet’s prayer, 
designed for the use and benefit of 
the church. On what ought we to 
suppose this prayer is founded? 
The 90th psalm explains it. It is 
founded on the shortness of the pre- 
sent life, and on the necessity of a 
preparation of heart, to obtain a 
peaceful death and a glorious eter- 
nity. 

The fashion of this world passeth 
away. In the original the word ren- 
dered fashion, signifies an accident- 
al and external figure, without sub- 
stance. Itis the dress, the cover- 
ing or outside ; as if all the things 
of the world were mere surface. 
This fashion, like the fleeting state 
of its inhabitants, passes away. 
“Thou carriest them away as a 
flood,’ says the prophet. “They 
are as sleep: in the morning they 
are like grass, which groweth up. 
In the morning it flourisheth; in 
the evening it is cut down and wi- 
thereth.” And “we spend. our 
years as a tale that is told.” For 


the fashion of this world passeth 
| away. These words intimate the 


changing state of all things earthly : 
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and imply a contrast between this 
world and the world to come. 

Readers, blessed of heaven, you 
have the Bible—search it well. The 
beauty and the order of creation 
are given you there. There also, 
may you see the harmony which ex- 
tended through these works of the 
Almighty ;—the harmony that ex- 
isted between man and the inferior 
creatures, whilst man was innocent. 
The Almighty, beholding his finish- 
ed works, pronounced them very 
good. Innocence was then the 
fashion of human nature; love 
and duty were the fashion of hu- 
man action. But ah! the tempter 
came—man sinned, broke the co- 
venant of God, became a rebel 
against Jehovah, and this happy 
fashion passed away. 

Go on with the history—read fur- 
ther—the earth was tilled—flocks 
were gathered and tended. The 
earth became peopled, but violence 
was init. And ah! with increase 
of numbers we find an increase of 
crimes. God was provoked with 
the wickedness of man, for it was 
ereat. “And the Lord said, M 
spirit shall not always strive wit 
man, for that he also is flesh.” 
«And every imagination of the 
thoughts of man’s heart was only 
evil continually.” “ And the Lord 
said, I will destroy man, whom I 
have created, from the face of the 
earth; both man and beast, and the 
creeping things, and the fowls of the 
air; for it repenteth me that I have 
made them.” 

But Noah, the worshipper of God, 
in the midst of a crooked and per- 
verse generation, found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord. The ark was 
builded—Noah and his family en- 
tered into it: the Lord shut him in. 
The flood of waters came upon the 
earth till all flesh was destroyed, 
and the former fashion passed 
away. 

Again God remembered Noah 
and every living thing, which was 


- 
with him in the ark. The waters 
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dry; the fashion ef the flood de- 
parted. 

Noah went forth out of the ark. 
God made a covenant with him, as 
the head of the new world, and it 
was again peopled. But its fashion 
still passed away. ‘The patriarchs, 
where are they? The cities which 
they builded—the wells which they 
digged—the altars with they rear- 
ed ; where are they? All have pass- 
ed away. 

The monarchies which followed 
—has perpetuity stamped them? 
No! given to change, they are pass- 
ed away. Nineveh, that great city of 
three days’ journey, with all its 
kings, once so powerful and splen- 
did ;—Babylon, the glory of the 
Chaldean monarchy, once mistress 
of the east }—Thebes, with her hun- 
dred gates, and Tyre, the mart of 
nations, where are they? The tra- 
veller seeks them in vain. The 
fashion of the world has changed, 
and they are passed away. 

The glory of Ephraim was Sa- 
maria, and the strength of Rezin 
was Damascus: Jerusalem was the 
royal palace of the house of David, 
and the place of Jehovah’s temple. 
But Ephraim was joined to his 
idols—Samaria was taken by ene- 
mies—her glory departed—and Da- 
mascus lost her power among the 
nations. And Judah forsook the 
Holy One; she crucified God’s 
Messiah, and was given over to de- 
struction. ‘The fashion of these 
ancient places, and the glory of 
these ancient kingdoms passed 
away. 

I imagine to myself Jerusalem, 
as in the days of our blessed Sa- 
viour—a noble city, with mass 
gates ; having a temple in which the 
nation gloried—a temple which at- 
tracted and concentrated the Jews 
from the four quarters of the globe. 
I imagine that I see crowds of Jews 
from all nations flocking to Jerusa- 
lem to keep the sacred feasts. All 
seems busy—all is life. I look again ; 
the city is in ruins—no temple meets 
my eye. The nation, humbled, cap- 
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tured, dispersed, is gone—gone into 
long continued banishment. 

From Jerusalem they are gone ; 
and scarce a relict is left to mark 
the place where the temple and the 
city stood. Yet, wonderful to tell, 
they are a people yet preserved and 
known as Jews, in all parts of the 
world: a nation scattered and peel- 
ed among all nations, a hissing, and 
« by-word; yet the remnant is not 
destroyed. Once they were a cho- 
sen people, they feared, worshipped 
and served the true and only Lord 
God. And God chose Jerusalem 
among all nations of the earth to 
set his name there. But the fashion 
of their obedience and their faith- 
fulness passed away, and God gave 
them up to their enemies, and made 
the fashion of their city to cease. 

Such are the ideas which arise 
and pass through my mind whilst I 
meditate, and whilst I write upon 
the words, The fashion of the world 
passeth away. Nor have the mo- 
dern fashions of it been more stable 
than the ancient. The experience of 
every generation, from the begin- 
ning, and the history of the world 
in all ages, forces upon us the con- 
viction that all things earthly are 
changing, and shall soon be gone 
for ever. 


Isaac Rerep. 
Nicholasville, Ky. April 12, 1818. 


FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


Brief Review of a Debate on Chris- 
tian Baptism, between Mr. John 
Walker, a Minister of the Seces- 
sion, and Mr. Alexander Camp- 
bell, a Minister of the Baptist 
Church; in three Letters to a 
Friend. 


LETTER I. 


You ask my opinion of such pub- 
lic debates, and of this one in par- 
ticular. I have never had but one 
opinion of such exercises; as it is 
victory, and not searching after 


truth, that is usually the object of 
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the combatants; and should any of 
them, at the beginning, found their 
argument on false principles, this 
will necessarily lead them to adopt 
other principles equally false, in de- 
fence of the original one; and thus 
the whole must end in worse than 
unprofitable and indecisive wrang~ 
ling. 

We have a striking example of 
this in the debate now under review. 
Mr. Walker assumed as his funda- 
mental principle, that the covenant 
which God made with Abraham, re- 
corded in the 17th chapter of Ge- 
nesis, and of which circumcision 
was a sign and seal, was the cove- 
nant of grace: whence he argued 
the right of the infants of church 
members to be introduced into the 
church by baptism, as they had from 
the establishment of that covenant 
been introduced by circumcision: 
the former, under the present dis- 
pensation, coming in the place of 
the latter. Now, as circumcision 
was the seal which God himself af- 
fixed to that covenant, and as a seal 
the moment it is affixed, gives the 
person on whose behalf the covenant 
was made, all the advantages there- 
in contained; it follows by inevit- 
able consequence, that if that cove- 
nant was the covenant of grace, then 
every circumcised person must be 
saved: and if baptism is come in the 
room of circumcision, that every bap- 
tized person must be saved also— 
a position, I am persuaded, which 
no Peedobaptist will defend. Some 
Peedobaptist writers, who, with Mr. 
W. have assumed that the covenant 
of circumcision, as the protomartyr 
Stephen emphatically calls it, was 
the covenant of grace, have endea- 
voured to free themselves from the 
above consequence, by saying that 
there is an external and internal 
relation to the covenant of grace; 
and that circumcision and baptism 
form the external relation only. 
But what is an external relation to 
a covenant? Is it not, in other 
words, to be out of a covenant. If 
the word has any meaning at all, 
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this it must be; but as circumcision 
was the seal which Jehovah himself 
affixed to that covenant, then, what- 
ever that covenant was, it follows 
that the instant a proper subject was 
circumcised, that moment he be- 
came interested in all its privileges 
and appurtenances. 

You are now, no doubt, ready to 
ask, what was that covenant or dis- 
pensation, as it alters not the case, 
nor aifects the argument by which of 
these names it may be called; and 
what were the advantages thereby 
secured to the circumcised ? [ an- 
swer,it may be called an ecclesiasti- 
cal covenant; or acovenant whereby 
Jehovah was pleased to bind himself 
by the srax of circumcision, to send 
a Redeemer of the family of Abra- 
ham into the world—to preserve in 
his family a visible church, until 
that Redeemer should come; and, 
as his infinite wisdom saw best, to 
appoint, from time to time, and con- 
tinue with them such ordinances as 
would be the best medium of ac- 
ceptable worship, and best calcu- 
lated to interest them in the merits 
of this Redeemer; and when this 
Redeemer would come to ingraft the 
Gentile nations into this church, and 
consequently to bestow upon them 
those means equally with the Jews. 
In a word, it was a covenant or dis- 
pensation, graciously designed, and 
wisely ¢ calculated, as a mean to an 
end, to interest Shesien i in the bless- 
ings of the covenant of grace, con- 
sisting in pardon, sanctification, and 
eternal life. 

Mr. Campbell, on the other hand, 
affirms again and again, “ that its 
promised blessings were temporal— 
every one temporal—t! iat circum- 
cision conveyed no spiritual bless- 
ings to the Jews. It guaranteed 
thai they should be a numerous and 
powerful nation—that God would 
be their king, and that they would 
individually inherit the land of Ca- 
naan.” 

The apostle Paul, however, teaches 
otherwise in the third chapter of his 

















epistle to the Romans, first verse. | 
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As if he foresaw that in future days 


| such bold and unscriptural asser- 


tions would be made for the purpose 
of supporting a favourite system, he 
proposes their objection in almost 
their own words, and then gives it 
an answer, which one would think 
would silence the objection for ever. 
“What advantage hath the Jew? 
and what profit is there of circum- 
cision? Much every way, but chief- 

ly because that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God.” 
And what he meant by the oracles 
of God, he tells us in detail in the 9th 
chapter of the same epistie. “ To 
them pertained the adoption, and 
the glory, and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises: whose 
are the fathers, and of whom con- 
cerning the flesh Christ came, who 
is God over all, blessed for ever.” 
And as if this was not sufficient to 
prevent such bold and unscriptural 
assertions, the same apostle, in the 
3d chapter of his epistle to the Ga- 
latians, quotes the prifcipal provi- 
sion of that covenant, and styles it 
the preaching of the gospel to Abra- 
bam. “And the scripture foresee- 
ing that God would justify the hea- 
then through faith, preached before 
the cospel. to Abraham. 2 saying, in 
thee shall all nations of the earth be 
blessed.”” From these quotations 
then it appears, that besides the 
promise of a Redeemer, that cove- 


nant sealed or confirmed to all the 


circumcised, all those ordinances, 
which infinite wisdom saw best cal- 
culated to interest them in the for- 
giveness of sins, t6 be purchased by 
his blood, together with the sancti- 
fication of their natures, or what is 
emphatically styled “ the circumci- 
sion of the heart; in allusion te 
which circumcision is called “a 
sign,” as well as “a seal.” 

[am aware that it will now be 
asked, was not the possession of the 
land of Canaan promised to Abra- 
ham in that covenant? and is it not 
expressly mentioned as one of its 
provisions? It is, indeed, recog- 
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uised in that covenant, as what was 
secured to him and his seed in an- 
other and distinct covenant, record- 
ed in the 15th chapter; but which 
Mr. C., for very prudential reasons, 
as respects his system, has entirely 
overlooked in that catalogue of the 
scripture covenants which he has 
given us in the appendix to his 
book. ‘“ And God said unto Abra- 
ham, I am the Lord which brought 
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to 
give thee this land to inherit it. And 
Abraham said, Lord God where- 
shall I know that I shall inherit 
And God said unto him, take 
me a heifer of three years old, and 
ashe goat of three years old, and 
a ram of three years old, and a 
turtle-dove, and a young pigeon. 
And Abr aham took unto him all 
these, and he divided them in the 
midst; and laid each one against 
another, but the birds divided he 
not. And it came to pass when the 
sun was down, and it was dark, be- 
hold a smoking furnace and a burn- 
ing lamp that passed between these 
pieces. In the same day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abr aham, 
saying, unto thy seed have I giv en 
this land, from the river of Egypt 
unto the great river Euphrates.” 

I am aware also, that Mr. C. may 
reply, all this affects not his system, 
for he denies that there was a visi- 
ble church in the world until the 
day of Pentecost. 

It is no doubt a matter of swprise 
to you, and to others who read your 
Bibles, that he should have the ef- 
frontery to contradict Stephen, who 
told the Jews “that Moses was in 
the church in the wilderness with 
the angel that spake unto him in 
Mount Sinai, and with their fathers, 
who received the lively oracles to 
give unto them.” Acts vil. 28. ‘The 
secret is this—Peter Edwards, of 
England, had proved beyond all 
contr adiction, by a plain and simple 
logical process, the right of infants 
to be admitted into the church by 
the ordinance of baptism ; and as it 











had not been denied when he wrote, 
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that the Jewish nation was a visible 
church of God; and as it was unde- 
niable that infants were introduced 
into that church by circumcision ; 
and as their right was not repealed 
by Christ or his apostles, but recog- 
fe by both; and as baptism was 
now the right of initiation, he drew 
this fair and irresistible conse- 
quence, that infants ought to be 
baptized. It required no great de- 
gree of penetration to see that this 
simple and plain argument over- 
turned the whole Baptist system re- 
specting infants. Something must 
be done to prop the tottering fabric, 

and as nothing else could avail, the 
late David Jones, a Baptist minister, 
ventured on the bold expedient of 
denying that there was a church of 
God on earth, until the days of John 
the Baptist, which has been re- 
echoed by Mr. C. with this differ- 
ence, that Mr. C. dates his church 
from the day of Pentecost, or the 
first church at Jerusalem. ‘The rea- 
son why Mr. Jones commenced his 
church with John the Baptist, pro- 
bably was, to maintain the propriety 
of the name which Baptists have as- 
sumed: and perhaps the reason why 
Mr. C. differed from him was, that 
he saw the absurdity of dating the 
Christian church from a man “who 
died before the Christian dispensa- 
tion commenced. 

When Mr. W. adduced the words 
of Stephen asa proof that there was 
a church in the wilderness, what is 
Mr.C.’s reply? That the Greek word 
ecclesia, which is translated church, 

signifies any kind of an assembly; 
and that it is used by the writers 
of the New Testament to signify 
a lawful and unlawful assembly, 
as well as the church of Christ: 
That itis by some accompanying 
epithet, or other circumstance, that 
we are to ascertain 1m which of these 
senses we are to understand the 
word; and that there is nothing in 
the passage adduced that can lead 
us to understand it in any other 
sense, than merely the multitude of 
the Jews assembled in the wilder- 
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ness. At any rate, he tells us, 
“That it was an assembly or church 
of Jews, and not an assembly of 
Christians, or a church of Jesus 
Christ.”” p. 41, 42. 

This last part of the reply which 
I have stated in his own words, is 
not only a quibble, but a sorry quib- 
ble ; and similar toan objection that 
he brings against infant baptism— 
that baptism i is not mentioned in the 
17th chapter of Genesis. For, was 
it to be expected that the church of 
God would assume, or be called by 
the name of the church of Christ, 
until he should come into the world: 
or that an ordinance would be call- 
ed by its name two thousand years 
before the dispensation of which it 
was a part, commenced, and when 
another ordinance that prefigured 
it, was just appointed P 

With respect to the first part of 
the reply, there is that in the passage 
which in my opinion, fixes the mean- 
ing of the word “ church” as the 
church of God. Stephen tells us that 
in this church in the wilderness, 
there was an angel, emphatically 
styled the angel who spake unto Mo- 
ses in Mount Sinai, and delivered to 
him what he calls “the lively ora- 
cles,” to be delivered to their fa- 
ihers, or the ordinances respecting 
the worship of Jehovah. Lexpect that 
it will be admitted that this angel 
was none other than the Son of God; 
and the circumstance of his’ deh- 
vering to the Jews, by the hand of 
Moses, the lively oracles, is a proof 
that they were a church 1 - the pro- 
per sense of the word: for what is 
a church of God, but a number of 
persons set apart for worshipping 
him agreeably to his own institu- 
tions 

That the principle I wish to esta- 
blish may be the more clearly seen, 
and the merits of the debate now 
under review clearly seen also; it 
iS necessary to make a few obser- 
vations respec ting the commence- 
ment, nature and design of the 
church of God. I agree with Mr. 
(, that the Greek eeclesia, which is 
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translated church, signifies a num- 
ber of persons assembled for the 
purpose of worshipping God, and 
this implies in it their being pos- 
sessed of ordinances of divine ap- 

pointment, as the medium of accep- 
table worship, and means of grace ; 
but I object, when he says that all 
these persons must be saints, “or 
called from darkness to God’s mar- 
vellous light.’? Saints, or persons 
regenerated in the church, are in- 
deed a component part of it; but it 
was designed to embrace others, 

whose duty and privilege it is to at- 
tend on the ordinances of divine 
appointment, that by the blessing of 
God on his own ordinances they 
may be regenerated. For this de- 
finition of the church I have the 
authority of Christ, who compares 

the kingdom of heaven, or the gos- 
pel church, to “a net cast into the 
sea, which gathered of every kind,” 
and to “ten virgins, five of which 
were wise, and five foolish: and 
farther proofs of the justness of 
this definition will be adduced in 
the course of these letters. 

Now, that there was a church of 
this character from Adam to Abra- 
ham, is clearly intimated from what 
is said in the 5th chapter of Gene- 
sis, concerning Seth; “that to him 
was ason born, and he called his 
name Enos; then began men to 

call upon the name ef the Lord,” 
oras itis inthe margin, “ then men 
began -to call themselves by the 
name of the Lord,” probably i in 
contradistinction to Cain, who is 
said to have gone out “from the 
presence of the Lord,” or separat- 
ed himself and descendants from 
his true worshippers. And hence, 
no doubt, the distinction between 
“the sons of God, and the daugh- 
ters of men,” the intermarriage > of 
which was the cause of the univer- 
sal deluge; the latter seducing the 
former into idolatry. The church 
at this period was indeed patriarch- 
al, or confined to the families of the 
faithful ; every head of a family 
being king and priest of the family, 
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who offered up sacrifice, the only 
mode of initiation, medium of wor- 
ship and mean of grace, that we 
read of at that time, both in his own 
behalf, and on behalf of. his family. 
This did Abel—this did Noah, when 
he came out of the ark—and “this 
did Job continually.” In the days of 
Abraham, polytheism and idolatry 
so far prevailed as to threaten the 
very existence of the church; where- 
upon God revealed himself to that 
distinguished personage, made the 
covenant with him already alluded 
to, and bound himself by the seal. of 
circumcision “to be a God to him, 
and to his seed after him,” to main- 
tain a visible church in his family, 
or the means of grace, which he had 
——— for the salvation of sin- 
ners. The privileges of the church 
were » alee enlar ved at this time, by 
the appointment of circumcision as 
a mode of initiation for the males, 
infinite wisdom seeing that the an- 
cient mode of sacrifice answered 
all the purpose to the females ; fe- 
males as wellas males, being permit- 
ted to eat of the sacrifices. And as 
an intimation that in due time the 
Gentiles would be taken into the 
church, Ishmael, and the servants 
of Abraham, “ born in his house, or 
bought with his money from any 
stranger, > were allowed to be cir- 
cumcised, together with proselytes 
from the surrounding nations. In 
Egypt another ordinance was added 
—the ordinance of the passover, 
designed not only as a commemo- 
ration of the deliverance of the 
children of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, but of a far ereater de- 
liverance—the deliverance of guilty 
sinners by the sacrifice of the Son 
of God; for an inspired penman 
says, “ Even Christ, our passover, 
is sacrificed for us.”’ In the wilder- 
ness various sacrifices and ablutions 
were added: the former indicating 
the necessity of a vicarious sacri- 
fice for sin, and the latter, like cir- 
cumcision, signifying the necessity 
of purity of heart in order to sal- 
vation. When they entered the 
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promised land, every male was re- 
quired to appear thrice annually be- 
fore the Lord m the temple of Je- 
rusalem, for the purpose of offering 
those sacrifices which the law re- 
quired. Here then we have all the 
characteristics of achurch of God—- 
a people separated from the world, 
and furnished with ordinances for 
his service; and ordinances too, as l 
shall show in the proper place, that 
prefigured the positive institutions 
under the present dispensation. 
Hence, then, we find that people de- 
signated as “a chosen nation”— 
“a kingdom of priests, anda holy 
nation’’—* and a peculiar treasure” 
to God, above all people—epithets 
ascribed by the apostle Peter to the 
Christian church. “ But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, and a pecu- 
liar people, that ye should show 
forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.” 1 Eph. i. 9. 
Hence we read of “the congre- 
gation of Israel—the congregation 
of the Lord—the congregation of 
saints’”—and “the assembly of the 
saints,” words of the same import 
as “cHuRcH;” and which might 
be read, the church of Israel—the 
church of the Lord—and the church 
of the saints: and hence, saith the 
Psalmist in the 3d psalm, “I will 
praise the Lord with my whole 
heart, in the assembly of the up- 
right, and in the congregation.” 
From all which the reader is left to 
judge, whether Stephen meant by 
“ the church in the wilderness,” the 
church of God, or the mere multi- 
tude of the Israelites, or an unlaw- 
ful mob. 
But not only is it evident from 
the foregoing passages, and num- 
berless others that might be adduc- 
ed, that the Jewish nation, in con- 
sequence of the covenant of cir- 
cumcision, was a visible church of 
God; but the view I have given of 
it, exactly accords with what Jeho- 
vah himself says of it in 5th chap- 
ter of Isaiah, under the metaphor of 
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a vineyard. “My beloved had a 
viney ard in a very fruitful hill, and 
he fenced it, and ‘gathered out the 
stones thereof, and planted it with 
the choicest vine, and built a tower 
in the midst of it, and also made a 
wine press therein. And he looked 
that it should bring forth grapes; 
and it brought forth wild grapes. 
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, and men of Judah, judge I 
pray you, betwixt me and my vine- 
yard. What more could be done to 
my vineyard that | have not done? 


For the vineyard of the Lord of 


hosts is the house of Israel, and the 
men of Judah is his pleasant plant.” 
Our blessed Lord appears to have 
had a view to this allegory of the 
church in his parable of the vine- 

rard, in the 13th chap. of Luke ; and 
the apostle Paul to both i in the 6th 
chapter to the Romans: where, 
speaking of baptism, he styles it a 
being planted in the likeness of 
C hrist? s death; a proof by the way, 
that he considered circumcision 
and baptism as appointed for the 
same purposes. 

It is necessary also here to ob- 
serve, that the church, under the 
patriarchal and Abrahamic dispen- 
sations, was not different from that 
under the dispensation by Christ, 
but one and the same; differing i in- 
deed in external rites, but the same 
in substance and in essence. When 
the Abrahamic dispensation began, 
though new ordinances were added 
to it, it was yet ingrafted into the 
patriarchal dispensation, constitu- 


ted a church by sacrifice, typical of 


the death of Christ. That the Chris- 
tian dispensation is ingrafted into 
the Abrahamic, is affirmed and ar- 
sued by Paul in his epistles to the 
Christian churches. In the eleventh 
chapter of his epistle to the Ro- 
mans, he fitly compares the cove- 
nant of circumcision on which the 
Jewish church was founded to “a 
good olive tree’—Abraham, with 

whom it was “Soe made, to “its 
root,” its provisions to “its fat- 
ness”—and the circumcised off- 








spring of Abraham to its “ natural 
branches:” and, by a very common 
figure of speech, the Jewish nation 
as constituting the church of God 
at that time, are compared by Jere- 
miah to “a green olive tree, fair and 
of goodly fruit.” He tells us that the 
natural branches were broken off 
“because of unbelief,” or for not 
receiving Christ as the Messiah, 
with the exception of a remnant 
that received him as such, and thus 
still adhered to the good olive tree, 
and constituted the church. He 
tells us also, that some of the Gen- 
tile nations, whom he fitly compares 
to a wild olive tree, were “cut out 
of this wild olive tree,”’ by believ- 
ing in Christ, and by faith ingrafted 
into the good olive tree, in the place 
of the broken off branches, and 
“partake of its root and fatness.” 
And it is worthy of particular at- 
tention, that the apostle, in the 23d 
and 24th verses, alluding to the res- 
toration of the Jews, does not say 
with Mr. C. that they will be in- 

orafted into what he calls the Chris- 
Fan church, commencing at the day 
of Pentecost, but into their own 
olive tree, or that church founded 
on the covenant of circumcision, 
and out of which they were cast by 
their unbelief. “And they also, if 
they abide not still in unbelief, shall 
be grafted in, for God is able to 
ovaft them in again. For if thou 
wert cut out of the olive tree which 
is wild by nature, and wert grafted 
in contrary to nature into the good 
olive tree, how much more these 
which be the natural branches shall 
be grafted into their own OLIVE 
TREE ??’—grafted in with their off- 
spring as “formerly, as the bud is 
grafted on with the branch. 

Let this be recollected ; and what 
now is Mr. C.’s interpretation of 
this beautiful and appropriate alle- 
gory? “The good olive tree was 
the Jewish nation,’ ’—but not as a 
church of God, for this he denies— 
“the root and fatness of the good 
olive tree was Jesus Christ; and in 
a still more enlarged and exalted 
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sense, the Christian church :s the 
good olive tree: the natural branch- 
es denote the Jews.” p. 29. 

Let us now test this interpreta- 
tion by what the apostle tells us 
about this good olive tree and its 

natural branches. The natural 
branches, says he, were broken off 
from the good olive tree; that is, 
according to Mr. C.’s interpreta- 
tion, the Jews were broken off from 
the Jews or the Jewish nation. If 
we will try it by the hypothesis that 
the Christian church was the eood 
olive tree, it will be this:—The 
Jews, the natural branches of the 
Christian church were broken off 
from the Christian church: but, ac- 
cording to Mr. C.’s system, the 
Christian church did not commence 
until the day of Pentecost, and the 
Jews were broken off before this 
time by their not receiving Jesus as 
the Messiah, and crucifying him as 
an impostor. I need scarcely say 
that the absurdity of this interpre- 
tation is so palpable, as to be al- 
most capable of being felt, and is 
as opposed to itself, as the arctic is 
opposed to the antarctic pole. But 
this is not all. He tells us in the 
foregoing page, “ that Judaism and 
Gentilism were both distinct from, 
and essentially opposite to Chris- 
tianity.” What now shall I say 
to this? I feel an unwillingness to 
call it blasphemy, or a poe in- 
juriously of God; and yet I know 
not a milder ibe whereby it can 
be designated. Judaism is an uni- 
versal term comprehending all the 
doctrines, commandments, and or- 
dinances delivered by God to Mo- 
ses; and you are now doubtless 
ready to ask, what could induce 
him to bring down the doctrines 
and precepts of Judaism to a level 
with the lesion and precepts of 
Gentilism ; and the ordinances 
which Jehovah appointed for his 
own worship, to a level with the 
impure, licentious, and horrible 
rites of Gentile idolaters, whose al- 
tars often streamed with the blood 
of their own children, and of other 
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human victims, sacrificed to their 
idol gods? The same principle that 
induced him to deny that there was 
a church of God in the Jewish na- 
tion, together with that unrelenting 
hatred to infant baptism which he 
manifests in almost every page of 
his book. For he clearly saw, that 
the admittance of a church in that 
nation, and that the Christian 
church was ingrafted into it, over- 
turned his whole system, and fur- 
nished Pedobaptists with an unan- 
swerable argunent for infant bap- 
tism, as I hope to make appear in 
its proper place. Surely there 1s 
not a thinking person whose mind 
is not perverted by a system, but 
will say, there must be “something 
rotten—rotten to the very core, in 
that system, to support w hich, com- 
pels a man to pour contempt on that 
church of God, and his ordinances, 
“ which he hath purchased with his 
own blood.” 

But so intent is Mr. C. on de- 
grading Jews and Judaism, that he 
insists that it is impossible that 
they could be a church of God, be- 
cause the apostle says in the 32d 
verse of this chapter, “that God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief 
that he might have mercy on ail,” 
and he warmly recommends this 
verse to the consideration of all 
Peedobaptists. I have considered 
it, and to understand it as Mr. C. 
does, would be to set the apostle in 
opposition to himself. For although 
he says that the Jewish nation were 
rejected by God from being his 
church, because of their rejecting 
his Son, yet there was “a remnant 
according to the election of grace:”’ 
that although “blindness happened 
to Israel,” it was “but in part:” 
and that only “some of the branches 
were broken off.’ What then does 
he mean in that verse? The same 
thing that he meant in the 3d chap- 
ter, when he says, “{ have before 
proved both Jews and Gentiles that 
they are all under sin,” and equally 
need a Redeemer. And to redeem 
Gentiles as well as Jews, was the 
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ultimate end for which Christ came 
into the world, and erected a church 
as a medium of redemption: and 
although professed friends some- 

times join with avowed infidels, in 
pouring contempt on that church 
and his holy word, he hath declared 
that “the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.”? And who does 
not see, that to = Judaism on a 
level with Gentilism, is virtually 
saying, that the Old Testament can- 
not he ‘the revelation of a holy God ; 

for, if Judaism 1s essentially oppo- 
site . Christianity, Gentilism can- 
not be any thing more than essen- 
tially so. 

But this chapter 1 is not the only 
place wherein Paul, who was a Jew 
by birth, not only recognised the 
existence of a church in the Jewish 
nation, but affirms that the Chris- 
tian church was built upon it. In 
Od chapter of his epistle to the 
Ephesians, he says, ‘“ Wherefore 
remember that ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called uncircumcision, by that which 
is called the circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands: that at that 
time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the commencwesl tts of 
Israel, and strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise, having no hope, 
and without God in the world: But 
now in Christ Jesus, ye who some- 
time were afar off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. For he is our 
yeace who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall 
of partition between us. Now there- 
fore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of 
God: and are built,” (not as Mr. C. 
says, upon the foundation of the 
apostles alone, but) “ upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and pro- 


phets, Jesus Christ, himself being 
the chief corner-stone, in whom all 
the building fitly framed together, 
sroweth unto a holy temple in the 
Lor ig: 

Having now proved the existence 
of a church of God from Adam to 
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Abraham, and from Abraham to 
Christ, and the identity or oneness 
of that church under those dispen- 
sations, and also the present dispen- 

sation of grace; we are now pre- 
pared to estimate the force or 
weakness of Mr. W.’s ar guments 1 in 
favour of infant baptism, drawn from 
the oneness of the church, and the 
force or weakness of Mr. C.’s re- 
plies. ‘The limits I have assigned 
to this letter, will not allow me to 
review all the arguments used on 
the occasion; I shall therefore con- 
fine myself to those that seem to 
have most bearing on the point in 
dispute. 

Mr. W. we are told, produced 
that passage from one of the evan- 
gelists, where it is said, that little 
children were brought to Christ, 
that he might put his hands on them 
and pray ; ‘and his disciples rebuked 
them that brought them—* But 
Jesus said, suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of sich is the kingdom of hea- 
ven.” From this passage Mr. W. 
argued, “that by the kingdom of 
heaven we must understand either 
the church of Christ on earth, or 
the kingdom of heaven above: if 
we understand it of the church on 
earth, then doubtless infants are 
said to be members of it ; and if we 
suppose that the. kingdom of hea- 
ven or the invisible church above is 
meant, then they must be born of 
the Spirit, and consequently fit sub- 
jects for baptism.” 

As Ido not know whether Mr. 
W.’s argument from this passage 
is stated with accuracy and preci- 
sion, or not, I shall therefore not 
make any remarks upon it. Mr. 
C.’s objections however, are, that 
this transaction took place previous 
to the appointment of baptism as an 
initiating ordinance into the Chris- 
tian church; and that it was a bless- 
ing and not baptism that was re- 
quested for these children. Be it 
so—the words “ of such is the king- 
dom of heaven,’ however, prove 
that Christ. considered and ac- 
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knowledged them as a component 
part of his church at that time ; and 
Mr. C. is now called upon to show 
at what time, and by whom they 
were cast out. Aware, it would 
seem, of the force of this argu- 
ment, he says, that the words “of 
such”? only mean similarity ; and in 
support of this he adverts to ano- 
ther passage, where it is said, “ that 
Jesus called a little child to him, 
and set him in the midst and said, 
Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
[t is enough to say in reply, that the 
words “of such’? and “as little 
children” are entirely dissimilar in 
signification; the former always 
referring to persons, and the latter 
to character. As for the silly pun, 
which he exhibited on the occasion, 
that as baptism and blessing both 
begin with a B, either will suit the 
advocates of infant baptism ; I am 
heartily willing that he shall have 
all the honour that belongs to it; 
and those who then heard it, and 
those who now read it, will estimate 
all its worth and force. 

Mr. W. also produced in favour 
of infant baptism, Peter’s memora- 
ble address to the Jews, on the day 
of Pentecost. Acts 11. 38, 39. “ Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is to you, 
and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.?? Accord- 
ing to Mr. C.’s statement, (pages 
50-54) Mr. W. argued, that as the 
promise in this passage evidently 
referred to Gen. xvil. 7. “I will be 
a God to thee, and to thy seed after 
thee ;”? and as the children of the 
Jews are equally included with the 
parents in it, when he urged the 
parents to be baptized—that the 
children ought to be baptized also. 

To this Mr. C. objects, by saying 
that the promise in this passage 


~ not refer to Gen. xvii. 7, but 
OL. I. 








to the promise of the extraordinary 
influences of the Holy Ghost, men- 
tioned by the prophet Joel in the 
second chapter of his prophecy, and 
referred to, and applied by Peter 
from the 16th to the 2ist verse. Be 
it so; and what follows? This: that 
whatever that promise was, it is un- 
deniable that Peter urged it as an 
argument, why the Jews and their 
children should be baptized. 

But that the promise referred to 
in this passage, cannot refer to the 
prophecy of Joel, is evident from 
the following considerations. That 
promise had been already fulfilled, 
in the miraculous gift of tongues, 
conferred on the apostles, for the 
purpose of qualifying them for 
preaching the gospel to the differ- 
ent nations of the earth to which 
they were now to be sent. And as 
the “gift of the Holy Ghost,” as 
well as “the remission of sins,” is 
mentioned by Peter, as what the 
Jews whom he addressed were to 
receive, upon their acknowledging 
Jesus to be the Messiah, by being 
baptized in his name; then, accord- 
ing to Mr. C.’s interpretation of the 
passage, the three thousand that 
were baptized on that day, were all 
endowed with the gift of tongues. 
But there is not the smallest inti- 
mation that this was the case; nor 
is it elsewhere mentioned that this 

ift was to be expected by those 
who submitted to Christian baptism. 
The fair conclusion then is, that the 
ordinary influences of the Spirit, as 
a spirit of sanctification, are there 
intended, and are therefore proper- 
ly connected with the remission of 
sins. 

Since, then, the promise of the 
Holy Ghost in his extraordinary in- 
fluences, cannot be intended in this 
passage, it will be naturally asked, 
is there any corresponding passage 
that will lead us to understand it, 
as referring to Gen. xvil. 7? Before 
I answer this question, I would re- 
mark, that the expression is not a 
promise but “the promise,” or a pro- 
mise of a peculiar and distinguish- 
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ed kind. The apostle Paul, I think, 
answers the question, when speak- 
ing of the covenant of circumcision: 
he says, “ And if ye are Christ’s, 
then are ye Abraham’s seed, accord- 
ing to THE PRomMIsE.” Gal. ii. 29. 
And in his epistle to the Romans 
(ix. 8.) he uses the same phraseology, 
and says, they that are the children 
of the flesh are not the children of 
God; but the children of THE pRo- 
MISE are counted for the seed. 
With these passages in view, we 


now see the propriety and force of | 


Peter’s argument. 

From the time of Abraham, the 
Jews had enjoyed the privilege of 
being admitted into the church by 
circumcision, together with their 
children. Baptism was now to take 
its place. Hence says Peter, “be 
baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the re- 
mission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” And 
lest they should suppose that they 
themselves were only entitled to be 
admitted into the Christian church 
by baptism, and their children left 
out, he adds, “the promise is to you 
and to your children,” or they ‘are, 
by the promise of God in the cove- 
nant of circumcision, entitled to all 
the privileges under the new dis- 
pensation, to which they were enti- 
tled under the old. But let the 
promise mean what it may, what is 
the language of Mr. C.’s interpre- 
tation? This: the promise is to you, 
Jews, therefore be baptized; the 
promise js also to your children, but 
they are not to be baptized; or in 
other words, the promise was once 
to your children, but it is now re- 
voked; but by whom, or at what 
time, neither Mr. C. nor any other 
person can tell. On the contrary, 
we have seen that it was acknow- 
ledged by Christ during his life, and 
by Peter after his death, “and after 
Christ had fully instructed the apos- 
tles in all things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.” 

There is another consideration, 
which, when duly weighed, perfect- 
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ly comports with, and strongly cor- 
roborates the interpretation I have 
given to this passage. The Jews, 
we know, from Paul’s epistles, were 
extremely tenacious of their privi- 
leges; and if their children, accord- 
ing to the Baptist system, were now 
to be cast out of the church, a fairer 
opportunity of doing so, and of ob- 
taining their parents consent to the 
measure, never presented itself be- 
fore nor since. “ They were pricked 
to the heart,’ from a sense of their 
exceeding great guilt in crucifying, 
as an impostor, the Son of God, and 
their expected Messiah; and were 
thereby prepared to submit to any 
tuing that would remove — 
of such an atrocious crime; and ac- 
cordingly said to Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, “ Men and bre- 
thren, what shall we do?” Did 
Peter say to them as Baptists would 
have said, and do say; be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins—for the promise is to you, but 
not to your children? But he says, 
“the promise is to you, and to your 
children; and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call.” 

But whom does the apostle mean 
by the “afar off,” in this passage? 
Mr. C. tells us that it means what 
Joel in his prophecy styles the 
“remnant whom the Lord shall 
call.” I confess that I was amazed 
when I read this, as it came from a 
man who talks about “quacks in 
theology,” in his book ; and as I did 
not think there was any person who 
read the Bible, and was acquaint- 
ed with its phraseology, but knew 
that the remnant is usually, if not 
uniformly, applied to that portion 
of the Jews who believed in Christ, 
and who should be saved from the 
direful calamities awaiting that 
nation; and portrayed by Joel in 
that prophecy in the strongest and 
most appalling colours. Buta pas- 
sage in the epistle to the Ephesians, 
already adduced, tells us that the 
words “afar off,” designate the 
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Gentile nations: “but:ye who some- 
times were afar off, are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ.” Hence then, 
the plain and unsophisticated mean- 
ing of the passage is, that not only 
the Jews, in consequence of the 
promise of God in the covenant of 
circumcision, were to be introduced, 
they and their children, into the 
church, under the present dispensa- 
tion, but the Gentiles also, with 
their children, when they should be 
called by the ministration of the 
sospel, to the knowledge of Christ, 
and thereby ingrafted into the good 
olive tree. 

As the passage now under consi- 
deration so fully establishes the 
right of infants, whose parents are 
church members, to baptism; every 
art that ingenuity and sophistry 
could invent, has therefore been 
employed to lessen its force. Hence 
then Baptist writers tell us, that 
the word “ children” in scripture 
language sometimes means young 
persons arrived to maturity, and 
Mr. C. in his book applies it to the 
young men and maidens mentioned 
in Joel’s prophecy. Be it so,—it 
will not be denied that it is also ap- 
plied to minors and infants, and this 
is enough for the Peedobaptist argu- 
ment. And admitting that the word 
in this passage means young men 
and women arrived to maturity, 
what would then be the scope of the 
apostle’s argument? This: ‘The 
promise is to you, Jews, and to your 
children ; but not to your children as 
under your direction and discipline, 
but to your children when arrived to 
maturity, and not under your direc- 
tion, and when God shall call them 
by his gospel to the knowledge of 
salvation by Christ. I need not 
tell you how foolishly this interpre- 
tation makes the apostle speak ; for 
this is no more than could be said to 
the most idolatrous Gentile. Such is 
the absurdity of the Baptist inter- 
pretation of this important passage: 
and who would have thought it, or 
rather, who would not have thought 
it, the interpretation of the man 
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who tells us, that on the subject of 
baptism “ He peFies ALL CHRISTEN- 
DOM?” 

Aware how much this important 
passage stands in the way of the 
Baptist system, Mr. C. tells us with 
an air of triumph, in No. 3 of the 
appendix to his book, that by deep 
research into chronology, he has at 
length found out what will not only 
destroy the strong argument for in- 
fant baptism derived from it, but 
what will “tumble the whole sys- 
tem of Peedobaptists to the ground.” 
And what is itP—vThat the cove- 
nant of circumcision, on which the 
foregoing argument is founded, was 
made thirty years after “the cove- 
nant of God in Christ;” and that it 
is the covenant of God in Christ, 
and not the covenant of circumci- 
sion, that the apostle alludes to in 
his epistle to the Galatians, and 
styles the preaching of the gospel 
to Abraham:—or, in other words, 
that Peedobaptists argue from a 
wrong covenant, and consequently 
from wrong premises. 

It is very fortunate, however, for 
the devoted Peedobaptists, that these 
two covenants of Mr. C.’s, are one 
and the same; and very unfortunate 
for him that they are so, as he has 
thereby lost all the honour he ex- 
pected from such a notable disco- 
very. As the church of Rome has 
thrown out the second command- 
ment, because it forbids the making 
and worshipping of graven images, 
and split the tenth into two, to make 
up the number; so Mr. C., for the 
sake of his system, has thrown out 
of the catalogue of his covenants 
the covenant recorded in 15th chap- 
ter of Genesis, as I have already ob- 
served, and split the covenant con- 
firmed of God in Christ, into two, 
in order to make up his number,— 
perhaps, because that number is con- 
sidered by some a number of per- 
fection. 

Now, that what is called the co- 
venant of God in Christ is the same 
with what is called the covenant of 
circumcision, is evident, from the 
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consideration that the provisions 
and object of both are the same. It 
was first intimated to Abraham in 
12th chapter of Genesis:—* Now 
the Lord had said unto Abraham, 
Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy fa- 
ther’s house, unto a land that t will 
shew thee; and I will make of thee 
a great hation, and I will bless thee 
and make thy name great, and thou 
shalt be a blessing, and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be 
blessed.”? ‘That it is this covenant 
the apostle alludes to in Sd chapter 
to the Galatians, is evident, from 
his quoting one of its blessings 
with a small variation, very com- 
mon with New Testament writers, 
when quoting the Old; and that it 
is the same that he alludes to in 4th 
chapter to Romans, is also evident 
from his quoting another of its 
blessings with a small variation 
also. In the former epistle and 
chapter, are these words—*“ In thee 
shall all nations be blessed ;” tan- 
tamount to “In thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” 
In the latter epistle and chapter he 
has these words—<I have made 
thee a father of many nations ;” 
equivalent to “ I will make of thee 
a oreat nation.”? And not only is 
this the case, but the very w ords m 
Jchovah himself, in 17th chapter 3 

a proof, that the covenant hike 
mentioned was not a new covenant, 
but a covenant already made. “As 
for me (saith God) my covenant is 
with thee ;”’ which plainly alludes to 
a covenant already intimated; “and 
{will establish my covenant between 
me and thee,” or confirm my cove- 
“gr between me and thee, which 


he did at that time by the seal of 


circumcision. 

From these considerations it is 
evident that the covenant of God in 
Christ, and the covenant of circum- 
cision, are one and the same. It was 
styled by Paul “the covenant con- 
firmed of God in Christ (eis Chris- 
ton) because it had relation to 
Christ and his church; and it is 
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called by Stephen the covenant of 
circumcision, because it was con- 
firmed by that rite thirty years after 
it was made—and therefore the 
Peedobaptist system still stands 
firm, notwithstanding Mr. C.’s no- 
table discovery that was “ to aici 
it to the ground.”? You will have 
perceived, however, that had Mr. 
C.’s great chronological discovery, 
SO big with mischief to the Peedo- 
baptist system, been founded on 
fact, it could not have affected my 
view of the subject, as I do not 
consider that covenant to be the 
covenant of grace. 

But to the argument drawn from 
the covenant of circumcision in fa- 
vour of infant baptism, Mr. C. re- 
plies, that circumcision and baptism 
are positive institutes ; “and in po- 
sitive institutes we are not autho- 
rised to reason, what we should do, 
butimplicitly to obey ; and was there 
ever a positive ordinance or institu- 
tion founded solely upon inference 
or reason—and can there be a posi- 
tive institution without a positive 
precept or precedent authorising it 
—and a limited commission implies 
a prohibition of such things as are 
not contained in it; and positive 
laws imply their negatives.” 

‘The amount and meaning of all 
this is—* that there 1s no such pre- 
cept or command in the scriptures 
as that infants shall be baptized,” 
or precedent or example that they 
were : and hence he infers that they 
ought not tobe. When called x eng 
by ‘Mr. W. to produce a positive pre. 
cept for admitting believing women 
to the ordinance of the supper, or 
precedent that they were admitted 
—what does he do?—Does he di- 
rect to the chapter and verse that 
says that believing women are to 
be admitted to the Lord’s table, or 
precedent that they were?—No— 
but he tells us in his usual style, a 
style sui generis, “ that it is a piti- 
ful and poor come off”’—* the most 
puerile and childish retort that he 
ever heard used by adults that had 
any knowledge of words and things.” 
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Then he tells us that the Lord’s 
supper was appointed for the disci- 
ples of Christ; but women are 
styled disciples ; therefore they are 
to be admitted to the table of the 
Lord. He has indeed fully proved 
the point—but how? was it by pro- 
ducing his positive precept or pre- 
cedent r—No—for there is no such 
precept or precedent but by rea- 
soning and inference, to the de- 
str uction of his own rule, which he 
so frequently and so strenuously 
inculcates, and which if acted upon 
would exclude every female, how- 
ever pious, from the Lord’s table, 
as the Lord’s supper is as much a 
positive institute as baptism. With 
respect to this rule contained in the 
above quotations, and which is to 
be applied to infants, but not at all to 
women, he is only the echo of Mr. 
Booth, and from the just severity, 
with which Peter Edwards, whom 
he very modestly styles a sophist, 
had exposed it, I had expected that 
no man of common sense and mo- 
desty, would have had the hardi- 
hood to bring it forward again ; ; and 
its reappearance in Mr. C.’s_ book 
isa proof to what miserable shifts 
he is reduced to support his sys- 
tem. 

It is asked, how far we may safely 
reason with respect to positive in- 
stitutes? So far | think, and no far- 
ther: When the scriptures tell us 
that one positive institute is come 
in the room of another, then we may 
safely infer, that the latter is to be 
applied to the same subjects as were 
embraced by the former, unless po- 
sitively prohibited, and to as many 
more as may be expressly mentioned 
or implied. We have seen that the 
church of God is one and indivisi- 
ble—that male infants were intro- 
duced into it by the ordinance of 
circumcision under the Abrahamic 
dispensation—that their member- 
ship instead of being revoked, was 
acknowledged by Christ in the most 
explicit terms—that baptism is now 
the initiating ordinance—and being 
told that ther eis “neither male nor 
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female in Christ Jesus,’ or no dis- 
tinction of privileges under the pre- 
sent dispensation ; we may hence 
safely infer, that female as well 
as male infants are to be baptized, 

when their parents are members of 
the church, and in good standing. 
In this manner the ‘apostle Peter 
reasoned on the day of Pentecost: 

and in this manner may we safely 
reason on every passage that has a 
reference to the point. 

Mr. C. has another argument 
against infant baptism, which he 
pronounces in the Sist page and 
elsewhere to be unanswerable, and 
as settling the point at once. It 
amounts to this. ‘The scripture 
direction respecting baptism is, be- 
lieve and be baptized ; but infants 
are not capable of believing, there- 
fore they are not to be baptized. A 
syllogism construed on this plan 
will prove, that all infants shall be 
damned. For instance, the scrip- 
tures tell us, that he that believeth 
shall be saved: and he that believ- 
eth not shall be damned: but in- 
fants are not capable of believing, 
therefore they shall be damned. it 
may answer every purpose at pre- 
sent just to observe, that when the 
scriptures say that he that believeth 
not shall be damned; and when 
they speak of faith as a prerequi- 
site for baptism, they speak of 
adults only, and to include infants 
in such passages betrays an unpar- 
donable ignorance in any man who 
has pretensions to a knowledge of 
letters, or a disposition to impose 
upon the ignorant by a shameless 
sophistry. 

The same inexcusable ignorance 
or unblushing sophistry is ‘also ma- 
nifested, in his answer to the argu- 
ment adduced by Mr. W. in favour 
of infant baptism, from the baptisms 
of the households of Cornelius, of 
Lydia, of the jailer, and of Stepha- 
nas. Mr. W. presumed that there 
were infants in some of these house- 
holds; but Mr. C., in pages,72, 73, 
confidently affirms there were none. 
As he has kindly constructed syllo- 
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gisms, not only for Papists, and 
Episcopalians, but for Presbyterians 
on the subject of baptism, I shall 
therefore throw his answers and 
proofs into the form of syllogisms, 
both for brevity’s sake, and that the 
reader may at one glance see them 
just as they are—in all their shame- 
ful nakedness. Cornelius was a de- 
vout man and feared God, with all 
his house—Cornelius called toge- 
ther his kinsmen and near friends 
—Peter preached to them all—the 
Holy Ghost fell on them that heard 
the word, and they were all bap- 
tized: but infants are incapable 
of being devout, and of fearing God, 
or of hearing preaching so as to un- 
derstand it; therefore, there were 
no infants in the household of Cor- 
nelius. ‘he Lord opened the heart 
of Lydia ; and she believed and was 
baptized, and her household—Paul 
and Silas visited her family, and 
when they had seen the brethren, 
and comforted them, they departed : 
but infants are incapable of believ- 
ing and being comforted ; therefore 
there were no infants in the house- 
hold of Lydia. Paul spake the word 
of the Lord to the jailer, and to all 
that were in his house, and the jailer 
believed in God, with all his house: 
but infants are incapable of hearing 
the word of the Lord so as to under- 
stand it, or of rejoicing from the 
same cause that the jailer did ; 
therefore, there were no infants in 
the household of the jailer. ‘The 
household of Stephanas addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the 
saints: but infants are incapable of 
addicting themselves to the minis- 
try of the saints; therefore, there 
were no infants in the household of 
Stephanas. 

As every person of good common 
sense is a good logician, though not 
instructed in the systematic logic of 
the schools,—every such reader will 
now easily see wherein the sophis- 
try of the foregoing syllogisms, fairly 
constructed from his answers, lies. 
He will perceive that although the 
word of God frequently speaks of 
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infants and their privileges, when 
children of believing parents; yet 
the scriptures are not addressed to 
them as infants, but to adults capa- 
ble of hearing or reading, and of 
understanding what they hear or 
read: and therefore to include them 
in warnings, exhortations or pro- 
mises addressed to adults, or to 
class them with those who are sub- 


jects of duties, is sophistical in the 


highest degree ; and I am persuaded 
that he will be constrained to say 
there must be something radically 
unsound in that system that has re- 
course to such shameful sophistry 
to support it. 

It is true, that the argument for 
infant baptism deduced from the 
baptism of those households, is only 
presumptive, but it is a presumption 
of a very strong kind. For as the 
conversion of the heads of those fa- 
milies is only mentioned, the infer- 
ence [ think is just, that the house- 
holds were baptized on account of 
the faith of the parents: and when- 
ever a minister of the gospel meets 
with a heathen or infidel head of a 
family, brought over to the Christian 
faith, and desirous to be baptized, 
he is warranted by the example of 
the apostles, “ to baptize him and 
all his, straightway.”’ 

I would here farther remark, that 
Mr. C., according to his own ac- 
count, acted fully as disingenuously 
and sophistically, with respect to the 
argument in favour of infant baptism 
drawn from the testimonies of the 
ancient fathers of the church, as in 
the instances now reviewed. Mr. 
W., he tells us, produced extracts 
from the writings of Justin Martyr, 
Ireneeus, Tertullian, Origen, Cy- 
prian, Augustine, Jerome, and Chry- 
sostom, who filled in the church a 
space of time from the beginning of 
the 2d to the 4th century of the Chris- 
tian era; and all of a i mention 
more or less, that infant baptism was 
practised in their day. And how 
does Mr. C. meet this voll <a 
sumptive argument? These fathers 
held some errors—and he consumes 
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twelve pages of his book in point- 
ing out those errors, and portraying 
them in the strongest colours; with 
the evident design of making the 
impression that such dotards and 
errorists are not worthy of the least 
attention. But what if those fathers 
held some errors and fanciful theo- 
ries. Does it follow that they are 
not competent and credible. wit- 
nesses for facts that happened in 
their day? and facts too in which 
they themselves were engaged—the 
baptizing of infants; and it is as 
witnesses for this fact, and not as 
standards of orthodoxy, that Peedo- 
baptist writers bring forward their 
testimony. 

I shall close this letter by obvi- 
ating another dyjection to infant 
baptism, and indeed the only one 
that ever appeared to me to deserve 
a serious answer. As infants are in- 
capable of knowing what is done to 
them when they are baptized, it is 
asked—* Of what use can it be to 
them??? Mr. C. frequently brings 
forward the objection, and with an 
air of ridicule bordering on rancor- 
ous malevolence: and frequently 
too out of place; for when the 
question was about their right to 
baptism, his usual phraseology is— 
infant sprinkling—infant sprink- 
ling—yea, the first words of the 
title page of his book is “ InFANT 
SPRINKLING,” as if that and nothin 
else had been the subject of debate. 

It might be enough to silence 
such objectors by saying, it is of 
divine appointment, “ and who art 
thou, O man, who repliest against 
God?” And it can be of as much 
use now as circumcision of old. But 
besides this, we think we can see in 
the institution, a gracious provision 
for training up the rising generation 
for the Lord. By baptism they are 
taken out of the visible kingdom of 
Satan, in which all are born, as the 
children of a degenerate parent, 
and PLANTED in the vineyard, or the 
church of God, the usual birth-place 
of the children of his grace, and be- 
come entitled, by the divine pro- 
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mise, to what Christ calls “ digging 
about and dunging;” or such in- 
struction by the word and Spirit, 
through the instrumentality of their 
parents, and of the church, as is 
calculated to make them “trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he might be glorified.” 
And as God usually works by means 
or second causes in the kingdom of 
grace, as well as in the kingdom of 
nature; may we not venture to say 
that baptism was also appointed as 
a means of regeneration for the in- 
fants of his people dying in infancy, 
and whom he designed to save. If 
it is not a means for this purpose, 
then there are no means. What God 
designs to do with infants dying in 
infancy, he has not told us, and to 
decide peremptorily on the subject 
belongs not to man—the Judge of 
all the earth will not do them any 
wrong; but this we know, that he 
has promised to sanctify and save 
some of the children of his people. 
“Thus saith the Lord that made 
thee, and formed thee from the 
womb, which will help thee: fear 
not, O Jacob, my servant, and thou 
Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. For 
I will pour water on him that is 
thirsty, and floods on the dry 
ground. I will pour my spirit upon 
thy seed ; and my blessing upon thy 
offspring; and they shall spring up 
as among the grass, and as willows 
by the water courses.” 

. And now what is the comparative, 
practical operation and effect of the 
two systems. The Baptists take 
into the church baptized adults only, 
and none others are considered un- 
der her direction and control; and 
hence the comparatively slow pro- 
gress of Christianity in the Kast, 
under their missionaries, zealous 
and indefatigable as they are: while 
upon the Peedobaptist system, sanc- 
tioned by the example of the apos- 
tles, of taking under her wings those 
households, the heads of whom pro- 
fess the Christian faith, by being 
baptized, the inhabitants of Ota- 
heite, of Kimeo, and of other adja- 
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eent islands in the Pacific ocean, 
may be said, according to the pro- 
phec’ y, “to be born inaday.” The 
Baptists leave their children in the 
visible kingdom of darkness, where 
there 1s ho promise nor provision 
for their regeneration; and if a 
eracious and sovereign God rege- 
nerates them, well and good. But 
Pedobaptists consider it their duty 
and privilege to plant their children 
by baptism in the vineyard of the 
Lord ; hoping that in his own time, 
and according to his own promise, 

he will “ pour out his spirit on their 
seed, and his blessing upon their 
offspring,” “ that they 1 may be trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that his name may be glori- 
fied.” Those Baptists “who “have 
embraced the whole of Mr. C.’s sys- 
tem, degvade the Old Testament 
dispensation of grace, by denying 
that there was a church of God in 
the Jewish ts. aa ; and consequent- 
ly must consider the ordinances ap- 

pointed by Jehovah, from the time 
of Abraham to the completion of the 
temple service, at best, as an un- 
meaning inefficient mummery; but 
Peedobaptists consider them as un- 
equivocal proofs of the existence of 
a church amongst that people, as or- 
dinances “ for “the service of God,” 
are involved in the very idea of a 
church, and belong to her essence ; 
and also as precious means of grace 
suited to that day, and gr aciously 
intended for interesting them i in the 
Redeemer’s righteousness. From a 
view of the whole of this system; 
as a father of a family, and with the 
Bible before me, I must say of such 
Baptists and their system, “O my 
soul, come not thou into their secret; 

unto their ‘ aAsSsEMBLY’ mine hondur 
be not united.” I say this only of 
those Baptists who have embraced 


the whole of Mr. C.’s system; for 


there are Baptists whom I esteem 
for their piety and intelligence, and 
who, I am persuaded, abhor some of 
his principles as much as I do. 

In my next letter I shall minutely 
examine the nature of that repent- 












JUNE, 


ance and faith, which the scriptures 
require as prerequisite qualifica- 
tions for admittance into the church, 
in order that we may have a fuller 
view of her structure and real de- 
sign. SAMUEL RaLstron,. 





Summary of the Proceedings of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United 
States, in May, 1821. 


The Assembly convened in the 
Seventh Presbyterian Church, in 
this city, on "Thursday the 17th 
of May last, and was opened at 11 
o’clock A. M., by the Rev. John 
M‘Dowell, D. D., moderator of the 
preceding Assembly, with a very 
appropriate and arumating sermon, 
from Mark xvi. 15: “And he said 
unto them, Go ye an all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.”’ His object was chiefly to 
impress on Christian ministers their 
duty of preaching the gospel as uni- 
versally as possible; and on private 
members of the church, their obliga- 
tions to promote by their pr ayers, 
contributions, and benevolent asso- 
ciations the multiplication of well 
educated preachers, the establish- 
ment of missions, and the diffusion 
of the gospel among all the people 
on earth. 

At the opening of the Assembly, 
more than one hundred commis- 
sioners were present. They elected 
the Rev. William Hill, D. D., of 
Winchester, Virginia, Moderator 
for the present year, and the Rey. 
Robert Cathcart, D. D., Temporary 
Clerk. 

On proper inquiry, it was ascer- 
tained that the Revised Forms of 
Government and Discipline, sent 
down to the presbyteries last year, 
had been adopted by a majority of 
them. Thirty-seven was the small- 
est number of presbyteries which 
approved of any one article.’ The 
whole was, therefore, ratified and 
adopted by the Assembly, and has 
now become a part of the constitu- 
tion of our church. 
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The Assembly resolved, in future 
to publish the whole of their minutes, 
with the exception of such parts, as 
may be restricted by a vote of the 
Assembly, passed during the final 
reading of them. 

An overture from the Synod of 
North Carolina, recommending that 
all our congregations should annu- 
ally employ the afternoon or even- 
ing of the Wednesday preceding 
the meeting of each Assembly, as a 
season of special prayer to Almighty 
God for his blessing on the Gene- 
ral Assembly, was adopted. 

From the reports of the presby- 
teries represented in this Assembly 
this year, it appeared that there 
are seventy-three young men as- 
sisted by them, in different stages of 
their education for the gospel mi- 
nistry. 

Monday, May 21, 1821, was 
principally occupied by the Assem- 
bly in receiving reports from the 
presbyteries and associations on the 
state of religion within their bounds ; 
a summary of which may be found 
in the narrative inserted in this 
number of the Magazine. On this 
auspicious day, however, the As- 
sembly unanimously adopted the 
following minute: 


“Whereas the Associate Reformed 
Church and the Presbyterian Church, in 
the United States of America, are one in 
their confession of faith and form of go- 
vernment; and whereas the Assembly 
knows of no reason why these two eccle- 
siastical bodies should not become visibly 
one Church, as we trust we are one in 
Christ Jesus, to the glory of God :—There- 
fore resolved, that Dr. Green, Dr. Blatch- 
ford, Dr. M‘Dowell, Mr. Benjamin Strong, 
and Mr. Henry Southard, be a commit- 
tee to confer on this subject with a simi- 
lar committee from the Associate Reform- 
ed Synod now in session in this city, if 
they shall see fit to appoint one; and that 
suid committee report the result of their 
conference as soon as convenient.” 


The Associate Reformed Synod 
on the next day appointed a similar 
committee, consisting of the Rev. 
John M. Mason, D.-D., Rev. Ebene- 
zer Dickey, Rey. John Lind, Mr. 
William Wilson, and Mr. Joseph 
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Cushing. These two committees 
met in joint committee, with great 
cordiality ; and having resolved, 
unanimously, that an union of the 
two churches is both desirable and 
practicable, adopted the following 
articles as the basis of the same: 


“1. The different presbyteries of the As- 
sociate Reformed Church shall either re- 
tain their separate organization, or shall be 
amalgamated with those of the General 
Assembly, at their own choice. In the for- 
mer case, they shall have as full powers 
and privileges as any other presbyteries in 
the united body, and shall attach them- 
selves to the synods most convenient. 

“2. The Theological Seminary at Prince- 
ton, under the care os the General Assem- 
bly, and the Theological Seminary of the 
Associate Reformed Church, shall be con- 
solidated. 

“3. Whereas monies, to the amount of 
between nine and ten thousand dollars, 
which were given to the General Synod of 
the Associate Reformed Church, and of 
which the interest or product only was to 
be applied to the support of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary, were necessarily used in the 
current expenses thereof; which monies 
so expended were assumed by the Synod 
as its own debt, at an interest of 7 per cent. ; 
the united body agree to make a joint ef- 
fort to repay the same, and will apply the 
interest accruing thereon to the mainte- 
nance of a Professorship of Biblical Litera- 
ture, in the Seminary at Princeton, analo- 
gous to that which now exists in the Asso- 
ciate ‘Reformed Church: and until such 
professorship shall be established, the said 
interest or product shall be used for the 
general purposes of the Seminary. 

«4, The theological library and funds, 
belonging to the Associate Reformed 
Church, shall be transferred, and belong 
to the Seminary at Princeton.” 


On the 23d of May, the foregoing 
articles were reported to the Gene- 
ral Assembly, and by that body 
unanimously adopted. With this 
auspicious result, the Assembly’s 
committee of conference were sent 
to the’ Synod; and soon after the 
Assembly received the correspond- 
ing committee of the Synod, who by 
their chairman, Dr. Mason, deliver- 
ed the following communication. 


“In General Synod of the Associate Re- 
formed Church, Resolved that this Synod 
approve of the plan of union agreed upon 
by the joint committees, and rcier the 
same to the consideration of the different 
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presbyteries, with an injunction to report 
their judgment to this Synod at its next 
meeting. By,order. 
R. M*Carreg, 
Clerk of General Synod, &c.” 
Philadelphia, May 23, 1821. 


Here the matter must rest, until 
the five presbyteries of the Associate 
Church have acted on the overture 
sent down to them; but we confi- 
dently expect that they will adopt 
the articles of union, and appoint 
commissioners to our next General 
Assembly ; so that their Synod may 
be dissolved, and all its constituent 
branches be incorporated with us. 
Such a union is devoutly to be 
wished; and if the Associate 
Church, and the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church would only consent 
to let us sing the versifications of 
Watts, while they are at liberty to 
sing Rouse, without molestation, 
they too might unite with us, and 
we rejoice in them as sound mem- 
bers of a large, powerful, and happy 
branch of the Church of Christ in 
the world. So far as we can learn, 
nothing but psalmody can keep us 
asunder; and on this subject we 
say, Let every man be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind; and are 
willing to indulge others in the 
liberty which we claim for our- 
selves. 

From the compendious view of 
the statistical reports presented to 
the Assembly, it appears, that there 
are at present under its care 12 
synods and 62 presbyteries. Fifty 
of these presbyteries sent up re- 
ports to this Assembly, but they 
were not all perfect. Forty-eight 
only reported on the number of com- 
municants added the last year, and 
forty-nine on the whole number of 
communicants. Forty-eight have 
reported on the number of bap- 
tisms. Of thirteen hundred congre- 
gations, the whole number reported 

by 50 presbyteries, five hundred 
and seventy-eight have reported the 
number of communicants added to 
them during the last year, to be 
7,186; and 651 congregations the 
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total number, now in communion, to 
be 71,364. Three hundred and seven- 
ty-three congregations have report- 
ed the instances of adult baptisms 
in them during the last year, which 
amount to 2,101; and 494 the cases 
of infant baptisms, which amount to 
8,105. The 50 presbyteries, which 
have reported, contain 546 minis- 
ters of the gospel who have pastoral 
charges, and 188 who have not; 
giving a total of 734: and have un- 
der their care 103 licentiates and 
101 candidates. The congregations 
within the bounds of these 50 pres- 
byteries, which are statedly sup- 
plied, are 793; vacant and able to 
support a pastor, 103; united, able, 
20; and unable, in their present 
condition, 518. It is to be regret- 
ted that 12 presbyteries should have 
made no returns; and that other 
large presbyteries should have re- 
ported little else than the names of 
their ministers and churches. Not 
half of the 1300 congregations re- 
ported, have stated their increase 
during the last year; we may war- 
rantably conclude therefore, since 
the whole number of communicants 
in 651 congregations is upwards of 
71,000, that the whole number in all 
our congregations cannot be less 
than 142,000. The number of or- 
dained ministers in our connexion 
we estimate at 1000. 

The Assembly divided the Synod 
of Geneva, and constituted the 
Presbyteries of Niagara, Genes- 
see, Rochester and Ontario, into the 
Synod of Genessee. 

Wednesday evening was occu- 
pied by the Assembly as a special 
season of prayer, and the narrative 
on the state of religion was read by 
the Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, of 
New York, the writer of the same, 
to a large and attentive audience. 
The address of the Rev. John Tru- 
air, of the Presbytery of Otsego, 
was animating, and all the other 
exercises appropriate. 

Concerning the publication of the 
Revised Constitution of the Pres- 
byterian Church, the Assembly re- 
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solved to have the copyright se- 
cured, and to appoint in each Synod 
a committee of three ministers, 
which is to contract for the pay- 
ment to the treasurer of the Assem- 
bly of three cents on each copy pub- 
lished, by any printer or printers, 
or booksellers, who may be disposed 
to print the work; to correct the 
proof sheets; and to authenticate 
the edition by their signatures. ‘The 
profits arising from the publication, 
are to be equally divided between 
the missionary funds of the Assem- 
bly, and the funds of the 'Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Princeton. 

The members of the several com- 
mittees, respectively, are held re- 
sponsible to the Church, for the ac- 
curacy of the editions which may be 
published under their superinten- 
dency. The committee of the Synod 
of Philadelphia is charged with pre- 
paring an index to the volume ; and 
is required to publish the work as 
speedily as possible, that other edi- 
tions may be copied from it. 

To the constitution is to be ap- 
pended a System of General Rules 
for Judicatories, designed to pro- 
mote uniformity in the transaction 
of business. ‘These rules have not 
been adopted by the presbyteries, 
and therefore form no part of the 
Constitution of the Church; but the 
Assembly approves of the same, and 
recommends them to all inferior ju- 
dicatories to be adopted by them, if 
they think proper, for their own go- 
vernment. 

The Assembly accepted the re- 
port of the Board of Missions, and 
directed the Treasurer to pay the 
sum of $2275.52 to the missiona- 
ries employed during the last year. 
The monthly consideration to be al- 
lowed to the missionaries of the 
board, in future, was by act of As- 
sembly reduced to $33. 

A complaint of the Presbytery of 
Washington, Ohio, against the Pres- 
bytery of West Lexington, was re- 
ceived and considered. The com- 
plainants state, that the last named 
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Presbytery had licensed and or- | 
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dained the Rev. William L. M‘Cal- 
la, contrary to presbyterial order ; 
he having been suspended from the 
privileges of the church by the Pres- 
bytery bringing the complaint, in 
consequence of a reference on the 
subject from the session of the 
church in Chilicothe. While in this 
state of suspension, Mr. M‘Calla 
had not only refused to make an 

confession of the fault alleged 
against him, but had undertaken, 
without any license from any eccle- 
siastical body, to preach.the gospel ; 
and had actually officiated as chap- 
lain to the army under the command 
of Major General Andrew Jackson, 
at New Orleans. It appeared on the 
examination of the case, that Mr. 
M‘Calla was originally a member in 
full communion in the church in 
Lexington, Kentucky, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Cun- 
ningham, from which he had not, at 
the time of being licensed, been dis- 
missed by any written or verbal con- 
sent of the pastor or session. He 
had, however, in consequence of 


marriage, taken up his residence in 


Chilicothe in Ohio, and had asked 
for the privilege of communion with 
that church; which request was 
granted by the pastor, who gave 
him a token for admission to the 
Lord’s table. While entitled, as 
the writer of this article judges, to 
nothing more than occasional com- 
munion with the church in Chilico- 
the, and while liable only to have 
this occasional communion withheld 
from him, the session in Chilicothe 
undertook to exercise discipline 
upon him, to which he refused sub- | 
misssion. When he would not ap- 
pear and answer before the session 
for withdrawing from the worship 
of that church, his case was referred 
to the Presbytery of Washington 
in Ohio, which judicature, without 
citing Mr. M‘Calla to appear and 
answer to anycharge brought against 
him, proceeded to pass on him asen- 
tence of suspension. With this act 
of suspension the Presbytery of 
West Lexington were made ac- 
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quainted ; but they nevertheless’ 
proceeded to license and ordain 
Mr. M‘Calla, and the Synod of Ken- 
tucky approved of their conduct. 
The Assembly finally came to 
the following decision in the case. 


* Resolved, that while the Assembly dis- 
approve the conduct of Mr. M‘Calla in 
preaching the gospel before he was regu- 
larly licensed, and while they regret that 
the Presbytery of West Lexington in the 
final trials of Mr. M‘Calla for licensure, did 
not pay sufficient attention, either to his 
irregularity in preaching as just mentioned, 
or to the proceedings in the Session of the 
church of Chilicothe and of the Presbytery 
of Washington in his case; they never- 
theless judge that the proceedings of the 
Presbytery of West Lexington in licensing 
and ordaining Mr. M‘Calla, be sustained, 
and that Mr. M‘Calla be considered as a 
minister in good and regular standing in 
the Presbyterian church. 

“The Assembly, moreover, cannot for- 
bear expressing their regret, that the Pres- 
bytery of Washington should have passed 
a vote of censure upon Mr. M‘Calla, with- 
out citing him to appear before them, or 
giving him any opportunity of making a 
defence, since this mode of proceeding 
seems to have occasioned a portion of the 
regularity in the Presbytery of West 
Lexington, of which the Presbytery of 
Washington have complained. 

“Nor can the Assembly forbeartoregret, 
thatthe Session of Chilicothe had not acted 
ina more formal manner, in receiving Mr. 
MCalla; and had not required a regular 
certificate of dismission from the church to 
which Mr. M‘Calla belonged before they 
received him.” 

It is often said, Behold how great 
a fire a little spark kindleth! and 
we say, Behold how much mischief 
is done by the neglect of a simple 
form! If communicants may pass 
from the government and care of 
one particular church to another, 
without any form of dismission from 
one, which shall be the ground of 
reception in another, it will be im- 
possible to say where multitudes 
belong, and there will be an end of 
discipline. Had Mr. M‘Calla been 
dismissed at all, from the church in 
Lexington, and then received b 
the church in Chilicothe, there could 
have been no objection against their 
jurisdiction, or that of the Presby- 








tery of Washington, in his case, | 
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however informal that reception 
may have been. Our new form of 
yovernment is so explicit on this 
subject, that we hope all similar 
difficulties will be precluded in fu- 
ture, and that every member of the 
Presbyterian church will know to 
whom, under God, he is amenable 
for his conduct. 

In acting on the report of the 
directors of the Theological Semi- 
nary, the Assembly approved of the 
employment of Mr. Charles Hodge, 
by the professors, as a teacher of the 
original languages of scripture in 
the seminary, for the last year ; 
and authorized the professors to 
employ him, or any other person 
whom they might judge qualified, 
for the same purpose, for the year 
ensuing, at a salary of $400. In ad- 
dition to the unexpended balance 
of the last year’s appropriation, 
amounting to $448.44, the Assem- 
bly appropriated $4,200 for the 
current expenses of the proses 
year. With a view to the holding 
of the real estate of the General 
Assembly, in the commonwealth of 
New Jersey, more securely than 
could otherwise be done, the direc- 
tors of the seminary were autho- 
rized to apply to the legislature of 
said commonwealth, for an act of 
incorporation, to be reported to the 
next Assembly for adoption. The 
Assembly moreover assumed the 
payment of $2,150 due for the pro- 
fessor’s house in Princeton, toge- 
ther with $850 for out houses, 
fences, and a well; and directed 
the trustees of the General Assem- 
bly to borrow on the best terms in 
their power, the sum of $3000 for 
the purpose of discharging the debt. 
At a meeting of the trustees soon 
after the adjournment of the As- 
sembly, Alexander Henry, Esq. 
loaned the said sum, on the bond 
of the trustees, at an interest of six 
per cent, 

From the report of the Board of 
Education to the Assembly, it ap- 
pears, that only five auxiliary soci- 
eties have made returns of their 
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proceedings. The Presbyterian Ed- 

ucation Society and its branches 

have assisted 58 beneficiaries since 

they commenced their operations. 
Their receipts last year amounted 

to $2,310. The Education Society 
of Philadelphia have assisted 17 
beneficiaries since their organiza- 
tion; and have at present seven en- 
tirely dependent on their funds for 
clothing, books, board, and tuition ; 
besides five others, whom they have 
assisted in part. ‘This society has 
expended, in the last year, $1392, 
75. The Presbytery of Redstone 
has formed a society auxiliary to 
the board, and supports two voung 
men who are pursuing their acade- 
mical studies. The Presbytery of 
Miami has three beneficiaries, on 
whom they have expended in the 
last year $180. 

The Presbytery of Missouri have 
two beneficiaries under their care ; 
but unable to support more than 
one, they ask that assistance from 
the Board, which, alas! it is unable 
to give. 

The Assembly has recommended 
that the auxiliary societies and pres- 
byteries send up their reports to this 
Board by the 15th of May annually. 
In our judgment, all the presbyte- 
ries ought to report to this Board by 
that date, all their educational pro- 
ceedings, that a digest of them may 
be prepared for the Assembly. This 
would save much time which is now 
occupied in y, beget a special 
committee on the subject annually, 
and in hearing and deciding on the 
attention which sixty-two presby- 
teries have paid to this important 
business. In short, the Education 
Board should manage as completely 
the whole business of presbyterially 
educating poor and pious youth for 
the gospel ministry, as the Board of 
Missions does that of the mission- 
ary concerns of the Assembly. 
Every presbytery which has no 
young men under its care, should 
take up collections nevertheless, and 

transmit them to the general funds 


Proceedings of the General Assembly. 








269 


most needy members of our eccle- 
siastical body. This would present 
the pleasing spectacle of a great 
whole providing for the wants of 
every constituent part, by that 
which every limb and joint sup- 
plieth. 

Two references of considerable 
interest were brought before the 
Assembly. One related to the va- 
lidity of the ordination of a Baptist 
elder, on which subject the Assem- 
bly adopted the following minute : 


“It is not among the principles or usages 
of the Presbyterian church to consider 
the ordination of ministers by other Pro- 
testant churches as invalid; on the con- 
trary, the Presbyterian church has always 
considered the ordinations of most other 
Protestant churches as valid in themselves, 
and not to be repealed, when those who 
have received them become members of 
the Presbyterian church. Nor is it per- 
ceived that there is any sufficient reason 
why the ordinations in the Baptist church 
should not be considered valid, and sustain- 
ed as such. 

“ But while the Presbyterian church ean 
act as has now been stated in regard to or- 
dinations, it is among those principles and 
usages which she regards as most sacred 
and important, to secure for her churches, 
both a pious and a learned ministry; and 
she cannot admit of any usage, or exer- 
cise any apparent liberality inconsistent 
with security in this essential particular. 
On the whole, therefore,” the Assembly 
“ resolved, that when applications are made 
by ministers of the Baptist or any other 
Protestant denomination, to be connected 
with the Presbyterian church, the presby- 
tery to which the applications are made, 
shall require all the qualifications both in 
regard to piety and learning which are 
required of candidates for hcensure or 
ordination of those who have originally 
belonged to the Presbyterian church ; and 
shall require the applicants from other de- 
nominations to continue their study and 
preparation till they are found on trial and 
examination to be qualified in learning, 
and ability to teach in the manner requir- 
ed by our standards; but that when feund 
to be thus qualified, it shall not be neces- 
sary to reordain the said applicants, but 
only to instal them, when they are called 
to settle in Presbyterian congregations.” 


The other reference was from the 
Synod of Pittsburga on the subject 
of Free Masonry. t seems that this 


of the Board, for the benefit of the ancient institution, designed to pro- 
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mote benevolent purposes, has been 
abused in the vicinity of Pitts- 
burgh, so that if a man became a 
Freemason, it was nearly certain 
that he would absent himself from 
every place of public worship, and 
from all the ordinances of our holy 
religion. ‘This induced the synod 
to lift up their warning voice against 
masonry, to guard their young peo- 
ple from what they conceived to be 
rts legitimate fruits. But the best 
of institutions may be perverted to 
the worst of purposes; and because 
in Pittsburgh masonry may have 
been used as an engine of evil, it 
would not be fair to infer that ma- 
sonry in itself is immoral, and ought 
to disqualify one for admission to 
the privileges of the church. 

The Assembly patiently heard 
the temperate remarks of Drs. Mil- 
ler and Blatchford, who are believ- 
ed themselves to be of the masonic 
order, and of several reverend 
members of the synod of Pitts- 
burgh. It was then decided, with 
very little ey Han that the main 
question on this subject should not 
be put; and according to our rules 
the whole was thereby indefinitely 
postponed. ‘The Assembly, from 
the first introduction of this busi- 
ness seemed inclined to pursue this 
course, because masonry itself was 
not deemed a proper subject of ec- 
clesiastical legislation. It is cer- 
tainly productive of many works 
of benevolence ; and many lodges 
have been forward in supporting the 
cause of the Bible and of missions. 
If any mason, who is a professing 
Christian, conducts amiss, let him 
be dealt with according to the laws 
of Christ, and let not masonry be 
charged with his faults, until they 
can be proved to have originated in 
the principles and legitimate prac- 
tices of that order in society. 

The only other business of the 
Assembly, of any permanent inte- 
rest, related to several appeals from 
inferior judicatures. 

Mr. William Vance having been 
married to a sister of his deceased 
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wife, was, for this connexion, sus- 


pended from church privileges, by 


the Session of Cross Creek. He ap- 
pealed to the Presbytery of Wash- 
ington in Pennsylvania, which con- 
firmed the judgment of the Session, 
and then appealed from the deci- 
sion of that Presbytery to the Ge- 
neral Assembly; which supreme 
judicature resolved, 


“1st. That in the opinion of this Gene- 
ral Assembly, the marriage of a man to 
the sister of his deceased wife, and all si- 
milar connexions, are highly inexpedient, 
unfriendly to domestic purity, and exceed- 
ingly offensive to a large portion of our 
churches. 

“ Qdly. That it be, and it hereby is ear- 
nestly enjoined upon the ministers, elders, 
and churches of our communion to take 
every proper occasion to impress the sen- 
timents contained in the foregoing resolu- 
tion on the public mind ; and by all suita- 
ble means to discourage connexions so 
unfavourable in their influence on the 
peace and edification of the church. 

* Sdly. That while the Assembly adopt 
the opinion, and would enforce the in- 
junction above expressed, they are by no 
means prepared to decide, that such mar- 
riages as that in question, are so plainly 
prohibited in scripture, and so undoubted- 
ly incestuous, as necessarily to infer the 
exclusion of those who contract them, 
from church privileges: they therefore 
refer the case of Mr. Vance back again to 
the Session of the Church of Cross Creek, 
agreeably to former decisions of the Ge- 
neral Assembly, in similar cases, to be dis- 
posed of in such manner as the said Ses- 
sion may think most conducive to the in- 
terest of religion.” 

An appeal from the decision of 
the Synod of Geneva, by Mr. Jabez 
Spicer was considered. He had 
been deposed by a sentence of the 
Presbytery of Onondaga, which was 
confirmed by the Synod. The as- 
sembly on mature deliberation 


“ Resolved, That the appeal of Mr. 
Spicer be sustained, on the ground that 
the sentence pronounced upon him was 
disproportioned to his crime; it not ap- 
pearing substantiated that he was guilty of 
more than a single act of prevarication. 
While, therefore, the Assembly express 
their entire disapprobation of the conduct 
of Mr, Spicer, as unbecoming a Christian 
and Christian minister; they reverse the 
sentence of deposition passed upon him 
by the presbytery, and direct, that after 
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ments he be restored to the ministerial 
othce.” 


Another appeal was connected 
with the preceding case. The Sy- 
nod of Geneva decided, that one of 
the charges on which the Presbytery 
of Onondaga deposed Mr. Spicer, 
had not been proved. The Pres- 
bytery appealed; and the Assembly 
confirmed the judgment of the Sy- 
nod. 

Mr. James Gilkinson, of Ken- 
tucky, was suspended from the pri- 
vileges of the church, by the session 
of the particular church to which he 
belonged, on the positive testimony 
of one witness to his criminality, 
connected with the corroborating 
evidence of several other circum- 
stantial witnesses. He appealed to 
the Presbytery of ‘Transylvania, 
which affirmed the judgment of the 
session; and then to the Synod of 
Kentucky, which reversed the sen- 
tence of suspension. The presbyte- 
ry appealed from this decision of 
the synod to the General Assembly, 
which supreme judicatory sustained 
the appeal of presbytery, reversed 
the judgment of the synod, and con- 

firmed the original suspension by 
the session. ‘This was a difficult 
case; and while the judgment of the 
Assembly is thought to be equitable, 
every one who has heard of the trial, 
or had any participation in it, must 
sincerely wish, if Mr. G. is inno- 
cent, that his innocence may be 
brought to light; and that the per- 
jury of his accuser, if she is a per- 
jured person, may be exposed. 

An appeal of Mr. Benjamin Bell, 
from a decision of the Presbytery 
of Geneva, and from a decision of 
the Synod of Geneva, was laid be- 
fore the Assembly, who dismissed 
the same, because it did not appear 
that Mr. Bell had given the judica- 
tories appealed from, due notice of 
his intention to appeal. He had in- 
formed individuals of the presbyte- 
ry and synod of his appeal, but the 
judicatories, as such, had never been 
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notified of his appeal, and conse- 
quently were unprepared for trial. 
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An appeal of Mr. James Atwater, 
from a decision of the Synod of Ge- 
neva, was brought before the As- 
sembly. He requested that some 
member of the Assembly might be 
appointed to manage his cause for 
him, because he could not attend; 
and the writer of this article was 
desired to act as his counsel, in the 
trial. Mr. A. had been excommu- 
nicated by the church in Genoa; 
and the synod had confirmed this 
sentence. It appeared, that the 
charge on which he was tried was 
not relevant; for it did not charge 
him with any crime worthy of church 
censure. Itaccused him, indeed, of 
the want of due circumspection in 
some statements, which were not 
proved to have been false, and ut- 
tered by him, with an intention to 
deceive, he knowing them to be 
false. ‘The Assembly learned that 
he had some time ago removed from 
Genoa to the bounds of another con- 
gregation; and it was 


“ Resolved, That the appeal of Mr. At- 
water be sustained, and it hereby is sus- 
tained; and that Mr. Atwater have liberty, 
as a member of the Presbyterian church, 
in regular standing, to connect himself 
with any church which may be disposed 
to receive him.” 

The judicial committee brought 
before the Assembly an appeal of 
Mr. Joseph Sheldon, from a deci- 
sion of the Synod of Geneva, which 
affirmed his excommunication from 
church privileges. The appellant 
being absent, requested the Assem- 
bly to appoint some one to act as 
his counsel in the trial of his appeal ; 
and the writer was called on to per- 
form this service. Here too, was a 
trial, and the infliction of the high- 
est censure of the church, without 
any sufficient charge of any viola- 
tion of any one commandment of 
the moral law. He was not charged 
with passing, or attempting to pass, 
counterfeit money, knowing it to 
be so; or with having passed it at 
all; but with delivering a five dol- 
lar bill, toa man who received it, 
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positive oath, of his having received 
it in payment of the taxes of the 
person to whom he delivered it, 
through his son. The recipient of 
this bank note gave his own person- 
al note for the same amount, which 
he was obliged to pay. It was a 
matter of complaint, that the sum 
paid for this personal note was not 
refunded, when the son of the re- 
cipient attempted to prove a nega- 
tive, that he did not pay it to Shel- 
don; but the counterfeit note was 
never offered to Sheldon with the 
demand that he should again re- 
ceive it, and refund the five dollars 
of good money, paid on the personal 
note given for it. Sheldon always 
professed his willingness to have 
this matter settled by law, that he 
might detect the source of these bad 
notes; and to abide by the decision 
of a court of justice in the case. It 
was not proved, that he was bound 
in justice to take back the bad note, 
which he believed he had received 
for the taxes of the person to whom 
he returned it, and from whom he 
obtained five dollars in current mo- 
ney; nor was the least evidence of 
fraudulent intention proved to the 
Assembly by all the testimony sent 
up on the appeal. ‘The Assembly, 
inerefore, sustained the appeal of 
Mr. Sheldon; and he of course 
stands as he did before the com- 
mencement of the process against 
him. 

We cannot but remark, that if 
persons are sentenced to be hung, 
they ought first to be accused of, 
and tried for, some alleged crime, 
worthy of death. 

Other transactions of the Assem- 
bly, itis not important to particu- 
larize in this summary view. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the Assembly of 
1821 was numerous, respectable, 
and uncommonly harmonious; and 
that prosperity seems to attend on 
all the exertions of the widely 
spread, and still extending Presby- 
terian church in the United States 
of America. 

E. 8. E. 








THE MODEST CHRISTIAN. 


The man whose heart is modelled 
after the image of his Redeemer, is 
one, who ever keeps in view that 
perfect pattern of all perfection. 
Knowing the deceitfulness of his 
heart, he treads the vale of this life 
with fear and trembling. The more 
his understanding is informed by 
the word and Spirit of God, con- 
cerning the great’ principles and 
duties of the Christian life; the 
more humble he becomes, and stead- 
fastly looks to, and learns of him 
who was meek and lowly. He is 
aware that there are many actions 
of his Lord and Master, his glori- 
ous head and best friend, in which 
he never can follow him: but his 
chief desire is, rather to attain to 
a resemblance of his Saviour in ho- 
liness of heart and life, and in obe- 
dience to the will of his heavenly 
Father, than, might it be given him, 
to unstop the ears of the deaf or 
openthe eyes of the blind. 

It is the moral part of the cha- 
raeter of Jesus Christ, which he co- 
pies ; and he feels that this he could 
not do, unless he were really inte- 
rested in him as his propitiation for 
sin. He values highly the exam- 
ples of saints, whick are to him in- 
centives to piety and godliness ; 
but to follow the footsteps of his 
divine deliverer, he esteems more 
eligible and safe; for, by following 
them, he cannot err from the way 
that leads to holiness, and termi- 
nates in life eternal. He walks by 
faith in him, who is the only way to 
heaven. In proportion as his faith 
in the Redeemer is strong, the 
greater is his fear of offending so 
good a God, who has done so much 
in and for him, by any rash deed 
that would dishonour his name; or 
by cold indifference to his cause and 
interest. Being called by the Spi- 
rit of grace to a holy neobenaidl his 
greatest care is to glorify God in 
soul, body and spirit, because he 
hagggedeemed him from guilt and 
condemnation by the blood of atone- 
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mitt, and res¢ued him from the do- 
inion of sin by his almighty power. 

His faith is a living principle, ac- 

live and operative ; for he continu- 
ally draws supplies of strength and 
race from Him whois the source of 
allgood. This grace leads him to 
conceal from the eye of man, those 
charities of life, those deeds of 
real goodness, which the ostenta- 
tious man boasts, and takes the ut- 
most care to display. The maxim 
of his pattern, he practises—not to 
let the left hand know what the 
right hand doeth. He sounds no 
trumpet before him. When he en- 
ters the house of God, he is the at- 
tentive hearer, the faithful applier 
of the word of life, that in the world 
he may be the doer of that word, 
by having his conversation in every 
scene and circumstance, similar to 
that of his Lord. He retires to the 
bosom of his family, there to rule 
his house in peace. With them he 
surrounds the domestic altar, in 
humble praise and prayer, to that 
God, whom though unseen he loves; 
and offers his whole heart, through 
the merits of his great High Priest, 
as a pure offering to God ; for it is 
a broken and a contrite heart. His 
devotions flow from the living prin- 
ciple of gratitude and cheerful 
thanksgiving to the Great Being, in 
‘whom he hourly lives and moves ; 
for he, by happy experience, can 
adapt the language of the saint of 
old to his state and frame ; “all my 
Springs are in thee.”? Here it is, 
that the deepest awe pervades his 
heart, when he approaches the 
throne of God, through the media- 
tion of his Redeemer. His words 
are few, but well ordered. He comes 
with filial fear, yet with humble 
boldness, and pours out his whole 
soul, because he pleads for mercy 
through atoning blood. 

: When called to active duty, in 
his social intercourse with the world, 
his chief endeavour is to keep a con- 
Science void. of offence, in the eye 
of God and man; for having his 
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like his Master, his good may be 
evil spoken of by the wicked of the 
world, and the tongue of envy may 
withhold its applause, yet the men 
of the world cannot deny him the 
approbation of their hearts. In 
worldly affairs his maxim is that di- 
vine one, “to use the things of this 
world so as not to abuse them, 
knowing that every good gift and 
every perfect gift cometh down from 
the Father of light.’ His wealth, 
if blessed with it, he spends not in 
the sumptuous entertainment to 
pamper the bloated fool, the volup- 
tuary, or sycophantic flatterer ; nor 
in the gewgaw shadow of a fair ex- 
terior ; but in feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, oid pointing the 
houseless stranger toa home; with 
that modesty which desires conceal- 
ment, even from those, whom his 
generous heart has relieved from 
misery. And if an all-wise and 
good Providence has withheld his 
bounties from him, he is content 
with devising that good for others, 
that he has not the power to per- 
form. 

He is chiefly found in the midst 
of the household of faith. There he 
encourages, by his presence, the 
timid, and confirms in faith the wa- 
vering. If, in the warmth of his 
zeal, he exhorts sinners to turn un- 
to God, it is more by his actions 
and godly example, than by unmean- 
ing, fanatical and boisterous decla- 
mation. If he enters into the fold 
of Christ, it is by the door, for he 
hates the thought of climbing into 
the fold by any other way, than that 
which Christ has opened and ap- 
pointed. The flock of Christ is 
dear to him for his shepherd’s sake ; 
but he will not wrest them from 
their proper overseer for party pur- 
poses, or to gain a name. He is 
willing to collect the wandering, 
and by his faithful admonitions to 
warn them of the pitfalls, snares 
and dangers, that are laid for them 
in a sinful world, if they stray 
again from the fold. In him the 
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religion brought home to his very 
senses, and the power of his lusts 
is assaulted by such holy violence. 
And if any human thing could re- 
claim an ungodly sinner, it would 
be the modest conversation and life 
of him, who is the visible image of 
Christ, his Redeemer, whom the 
heavens has received. 

Divine grace having lighted up 
the lamp of love in his heart, he 
pities and prays for a world that 
lies in sin, and consequently under 
the condemnation of God’s holy 
law. His efforts are unceasing to 
reclaim the wicked from the error 
of his way, before the hour arrives, 
when he must suffer pain without 
mitigation, and punishment without 
end. Withagony of mind for their 
state, he points them to his bleeding 
Saviour on the cross, the Lamb of 
God, that taketh “ings the sin of 

is suffering 
Master, he cries, “ Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
do.”? 

Such was the general deportment 
of a man, who filled with honour to 
himself, and advantage to his coun- 
try, the various and important sta- 
tions to which, in Providence, he 
was called. He was repeatedly 
chosen to the speaker’s chair, in the 
honourable house of representatives 
in this, his native state; and while 
occupying it, repressed the spirit of 
the turbulent, encouraged the timid, 
and kept within due bounds the 
restlessness of faction. As a ma- 
gistrate, he discouraged litigation, 
and rather than promote the bad 
passions of the human heart, he 
would exert himself to reconcile 
contending parties, when they ap- 
peared before him; even when he 
was well aware that it was contrary 
io his own interest. As an officer 
in a public trust, under the United 
‘States for many years, all who knew 
him, can bear testimony to his con- 
scientious fidelity and uprightness. 
As a Christian, his piety entitled 
him to the office of ruling elder, in 
the church of the Redeemer. ‘To 
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this office he was repeatedly invitted; 
but his characteristic modesty ail- 
ways led him to decline. The wri . 
ter scarcely needs to mention thé, 
name of James Engle, esq., especial -} 
ly to those who knew his worth, and, 
admired his virtues. 

Mr. Engle’s intellectual powers 
were of no common grade. His 
understanding was acute and dis- 
criminating. Though possessed of 
the advantages only of a common 
education, fine writing was his ad- 
miration. Under the influence of 
a refined taste, he frequently court- 
ed the Muses, and his poetic ef- 
fusions displayed taste, judgment, 
and feeling. Many of them appear- 
ed, under a feigned signature, in 
several of the periodical publica- 
tions in this city. But it was to- 
wards the close of his useful life, 
that he gave the brightest evidence 
of a heart renewed by grace. In his 
last years, it was his constant prac- 
tice on the Lord’s day, to retire 
from the house of God to his closet, 
for prayer and meditation. A few 
months before his death, he pre- 
sented a book to the writer, closely 
written, without date, and which he 
had modestly styled, “ Recreations 
in the intervals of service on the 
Sabbath.” These were generally his 
own reflections on the texts of scrip- 
ture, which he had heard discussed 
in the house of God: with their ap- 
plication to his personal faith, and 
experience of God’s dealings with 
his soul. Soundness in the faith of 
the gospel of the Son of God, runs 
throughout the whole. Piety, pure, 
fervent, unostentatious, breathes 
through every line. In these the 
modest Christian is seen. Chasten- 
ed by repeated strokes of affliction, 
in the bereavment of children, and 
the loss of a beloved wife, (for he 
was the father of eleven children, 
only two of whom survive) he was 
much drawn off from love to this 
vain and transitory world; yet, 
from a sense of his public duties, so 
long as his strength lasted, he was 
ever active, and at his post. His 
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warm and sincere attachment to his 
generous patron, whose heart, like 
his own, was formed for friendship, 
devoid of selfishness, often led him 
to act beyond his abilities; until, 
through the accumulated woes of 
life, and the repeated attacks of 
the last enemy, he sunk down to 
that mansion where the weary are 
at rest, while his immortal spirit 
winged its way to the throne of God. 


“‘Happy! ah, happy then, the immortal 
soul, 

That safely anchored in Redeemer dear, 

By precious faith, by new and heavenly 
birth 

Stands safely guarded from eternal wreck, 

Amidst the dark, tempestuous waves of 
earth. 

That universal storm, all must ride out, 

Or perish, overwhelm’d! Thrice happy 
soul! 

Blest with the favour of the Great Su- 

reme, 

And in the arms of sovereign Deity 

Embraced, the reconciled arms become 

His rest, his centre, and exceeding joy !” 


G. C. P. 


ee 


FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


RECREATIONS 


In the Intervals of Divine Service on the 
Sabbath.* 


“Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me.” 

Dearest Redeemer, before whom 
angels bow in humility, by whom all 
things were made, whose power and 
love govern the destinies of univer- 
sal nature; great arbiter and con- 
troller of all! it was not possible 
that the bitter cup, mingled with the 
sins of the guilty race of Adam, 
whom thou hadst undertaken to re- 
deem, should pass away, consistent- 
ly with thy holy promise. Deplora- 
ble, indeed, would have been the 
lot of man, if, when he had wilfully 
plunged himself in sin and conse- 
quent misery, he were left to him- 





* Written by James Engle, Esq. who 
departed this life January 5th, 1821, in the 
64th year of his age. 


“Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.” 
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self to work out his own release: 
Jesus, only, in his place and stead, 
could answer the demands of his 
Father’s justice, by drinking to the 
dregs the cup of bitterness. He 
alone could bear in his body, the 
dreadful arrows of divine justice. 
Man has nothing by which to atone 
for his sins: wounds, and bruises, 
and putrefying sores are his cover- 
ing, until he is washed, and sancti- 
fied, and justified in the all-atoning 
blood of the Redeemer. “Thy will be 
done,”’ exclaimed the dear Redeem- 
er, and drank the cup of trembling. 
Then, indeed, a way was opened, 
wherein a holy God, might be just, 
and justify the ungodly who believe 
in Jesus. Now he is inviting us to 
come in his name, and take of the 
water of life freely. Oh! for the 
outpouring of the spirit of grace, 
that we may come in faith, believing 
that the Lord is God, and that he 
is the rewarder of all those who di- 
ligently seek him. 


Apply the healing balm, O God of grace ! 

In Jesus’ purchase, give our souls a place : 

Remove our sins, 2 grievous, heavy load, 

And bring us near our Saviour and our God. 

We groan beneath the burden: Thou alone, 

Hast power and love sufficient to atone, 

For all our sins. Ourhelper and our friend, 

When death assails us, and this life must 
end, 

In our last moments, give us peace with 
thee, 

And guide us safe to blest eternity. 

On God our peace, securely we rely, 

He bought us peace, and joy, and victory. 

J.E. 


HINTS TO CANDIDATES FOR THE 
GOSPEL MINISTRY. 


The cries for learned and pious 
teachers become louder and louder 
in our country; and ought to rouse 
the souls: of Christians to greater 
importunity in prayer, that the 
Lord of the harvest would raise up, 
qualify and send forth multitudes 
of labourers into his fields, which 
are rapidly whitening for the gar- 
ner. It is no wonder that many 
young men, of hopeful piety, are 
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ready to exclaim, “Here am I: 
Lord send me.” Wecommend the 
zeal, which would induce them to 
leave all worldly business, and de- 
vote themselves t» the ministry of 
reconciliation. We would also urge 
it upon persons, who have the qua- 
lifications requisite to constitute a 
call in providence for them to seek 
the office of a bishop, or of an evan- 
gelist, to perform their duty, and 
have mercy on the destitute of their 
own country, and of foreign lands. 
We need a thousand ministers to 
fill the vacant churches already sub- 
sisting in the Presbyterian church 
in the United States ; and had we 
such a number, of the right descrip- 
tion of talents, who would make the 
proper exertions to build up waste 
places, and strengthen the weak 
things that remain, we have no 
doubt, that in less than three years 
they might all obtain pastoral char- 
ges, which would furnish them with 
a comfortable subsistence, while 
performing their Master’s work. 
But not every youth, who desires 
to be considered as a candidate for 
the ministry, has a sufficient war- 
rant even to commence the prepa- 
ratory studies. There may be zeal, 
without, and even contrary to know- 
ledge, on this, as well as other sub- 
jects. The words of the pious and 
anne useful Baxter on this 
subject, deserve to be seriously pon- 
dered by every one who thinks of 
becoming a candidate. He says, 


“God, who has instituted the sacred of- 
fice, and who, by his Spirit, qualifies men 
for it, usually works according to their 
qualifications. As inthe natural world he 
operates according to the fitness of natural 
second causes, so in the moral world, ac- 
cording to the suitableness of moral causes. 
Holiness, though in many respects it be a 
supernatural work, is usually wrought by 
holy means. Able and faithful ministers 
therefore are very great blessings, The 
are the ‘lights of the world, and the oalt 
of the earth.” Never was the gospel well 
propagated or continued in any country 
but by their means. God uses them as his 
instruments for convincing, converting, 
edifying, comforting, and saving of souls. 
Herein they are co-workers with Christ the 
gveat Saviour of souls, and with the Holy 








Spirit, who regenerates and sanctifies them. 
How many thousands of happy spirits in 
heaven will for ever rejoice in the effects 
of their labours, and i God for them! 
In a word, churches, states, and kingdoms, 
are chiefly blessed and preserved by the 
faithful part of the ministry. They are 
the means of subduing ‘sin, which is the 
destruction of a people,’ and promoting 
‘righteousness, which exalteth a nation.’ 

“On the other hand, unfaithful and 
wicked ministers are the worst and most 
hurtful men. Though they may be fur- 
nished with the same notions and words as 
godly teachers are, (though this is not 
usually the case) yet they will be greatly 
wanting in that serious delivery, which 1s 
ordinarily necessary to make the hearers 
serious Christians. That seldom reaches 
the heart of the hearer, which comes not 
from the heart of the speaker. Constant 
experience tells us how different is the 
success of reading or saying a pulpit lesson, 
in a dull, or merely affected manner; and 
that of the judicious, serious explication 
and application of well chosen matter, 
which the experienced preacher well un- 
derstands, and which he utters from the 
feeling of his soul. Neither the love of a 
benefice, nor of applause, will make a man 
preach in that manner which the love of 
God, the lively belief of heaven and hell, 
and the desire of saving souls, will do. If 
a stage-hypocrite should learn the art of 
preaching with an affected fervency and 
seeming zeal, yet art and paint will not 
reach the power of beauty and nature; 
nor will it hold out so long. Affectation 
usually betrays itself, and when it is dis- 
cerned, the hypocrite is loathed. But if he 
should carry on his stage-affectation with 
plausible art, the rest of his ministerial 
work will not be discharged in a manner 
answerable to it. Since it is from men that 
he expects his reward, in their sight only 
he appears in his borrowed glory ; in his 
private conversation and conduct, he makes 
a different figure. He will not set himself 
to instruct the ignorant, to save men from 
their sins, and raise their minds to hea- 
ven, by praying with them, by holy dis- 
course, and heavenly deportment: he will 
not be at much cost or labour to do any 
kind of real good. 

“But alas! by far the greatest part of un- 
experienced preachers have not so much 
as the hypocrite’s seeming zeal and ap- 
pearance of religion to cloak their sins, 
and profit their people. The misbehaviour 
of such, is likely to make them exceeding- 
ly hurtful. By their ignorance, ambition, 
covetousness, and other sins, they render 
themselves contemptible in the eyes of 
many, and by that means render the church 
and all religion so too. A scandalous clergy 
will be a scorned clergy; and a scorned 
clergy will preparg for the scorning and 
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destruction of true religion. Alas! what 
wretched work have hypocritical, unex- 
perienced, proud, worldly, voluptuous, ig- 
norant ministers been making in most 
Christian nations, these fourteen hundred 
years! Wo! wo! wo! to the church that 
hath such pastors! that hath wolves in- 
stead of shepherds! Wo to the land that 
hath such! Wo to the princes and states 
that follow such counsellors! Wo te the 
souls that are subverted by them! From a 
corrupt clergy have sprung the greatest 
calamities of the church in all places to this 
day. 

«« And let it be remembered, the sins of 
such men will not prove less mischievous 
to themselves than to others. Their guilt 
is aggravated by their perfidious violation 
of their baptismal and ordination vows, as 
well as by their nearness to God in their 
office; and they are condemned out of 
theirown mouths. Such persons are with 
greater difficulty brought to repentance 
than others; because by wit and study they 
have bended that doctrine to defend their 
sin, which should be used to bring them 
to repentance; or because pride will not 
suffer such persons as they are, employed 
in so holy an office, and possessed of such 
titles, learning, and reputation, to suppose 
themselves in an unholy state; and who- 
ever accuses them of sin or reproves them 
for it, will be represented as an enemy to 
the church. Their ulcers are as a noli me 
tangere, and fret as a gangreen unreme- 
died. Their profanation of holy things 
makes them worse, and more impenitent 
than other men; partly as they have more 
notoriously forfeited the grace of God 
which should work repentance in them, 
and have caused him in righteous judg- 


ment to forsake them; and partly as they © 


have hardened their own hearts, by long 
abuse of that truth which should have 
sanctified them. For when persoms have 
long ‘ imprisoned the truth in unrighteous- 
ness,’ and long played, as hypocrites, with 
what they professed to believe, custom 
will so harden them, that their knowledge 
will have little power on their hearts. 

“ And now do I need say any more to 
show young men designed for the minis- 
try, of what importance it is that they be 
well qualified for it? God can, and some- 
time does, turn wolves into faithful shep- 
herds, and convert those, who while they 
were unconverted themselves, undertook 
to convert others; but this is not ordina- 
rily to be expected. First. notions lie 
deepest, and make way for others that are 
connected with them. False opinions, as 
well as true, are usually linked together, 
and the chain is not easily cast off or 
broken. Those that have received errors 
have also received their defensatives. 
These are like the shell-fish, which carry 
their house about with them. They that 
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have received them, have studied what to 
say for them, but not what can be said 
against them. But supposing that you 
have so true notions in your heads, if they 
come not with power upon your Aearis, 
and do not make you new, spiritual, and 
holy men, they will not qualify you to pro- 
pagate faith and holiness. Now it is that 
you must get those eminent qualifications 
of knowledge and holiness, which you are 
afterwards to use; for how can you use 
what you have not? Though some pru- 
dent hearers will encourage such men as 
they think are hopeful, yet most will judge 
of persons and things as they find them. 
The ignorant, dry, and lifeless orations of 
unexperienced preachers, will not be es- 
teemed by such as know what judgment 
and seriousness that sacred work requires. 
Few will praise, or feed on unsavoury 
food, merely to flatter and praise the cook. 
Then when you find yourselves slighted, 
your resentment will rise against those 
that slight you because they are not con- 
tented with your unholy trifling, but all 
your enmity will turn against yourselves, 
and, like that of satan against the mem- 
bers of Christ, will be but self-tormenting. 

“ Let me then seriously caution all per- 
sons against being too hasty in resolving 
for the sacred ministry. I would not dis- 
courage pious, prudent desires and pur- 
poses, but I must say, that many parents, 
in this respect, prove - greatly injurious to 
the church. I do not mean only worldly 
men, who look upon the ministry merely 
as a trade to live by, and send their sons 
to the university in order to their worldly 
maintenance and preferment; but even 
honest godly parents, who gnomesly 
think it a good work to design their chil- 
dren for the ministry, and call it ‘ devoting 
them to God,’ without duly considering 
whether they are likely to be fit for it or not. 
When the children of such persons have 
been some years at the university, they 
think a living is theirdue. Ordained they 
must be; what else have they studied for? 
It is now too late to change their purpose, 
when they have been at so many years 
cost and labour to prepare for their minis- 
try. They are too old, or too proud, or 
too idle, to. go to any manual labour, and 
have not time or opportunity to prepare 
for any other learned profession. So that 
there is no way left but, for a benefice, to 
become church mountebanks, or spiritual 
quacks, and undertake the pastoral charge 
of souls; though they scarcely know what 
souls are, for what they were made, or 
whither they are going; at least, how they 
must be conducted and prepared for their 
endless state. And bad as they are, they 
can find persons bad enough to recom- 
mend and ordain them. How deplorable 


is the case of the poor people’s souls over 
whom they are to preside! 
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“In order to prevent any from intend- 
ing the work'of the ministry who are not 
qualified, I will briefly mention the neces- 
sary qualifications for it. The work is so 
high, and miscarrying in it is of such 
dreadful consequence, that no one should 
be resolvedly devoted to the ministry who 
hath not the following endowments. 

“1. A good natural capacity. It should 
be somewhat above the ordinary degree. 
Grace supposes nature; and by anellving 
it, turns it the right way; but does not use 
to make wise teachers of natural drones, 
or weak headed lads who have not sense 
enough to learn. 

«2. A competent readiness of speech. 
One who cannot readily speak his mind in 
common thing’, is not likely to have that 
fluent delivery which is necessary to a 
preacher. 

“3. He must be hopeful for godliness, 
He must be captivated by no gross sin. 
He must not only have a love to learning, 
but religion; to the word of God, and 
good company ; to prayer, and good books. 
He must show that he has a serious con- 
cern about his soul, and the life to come; 
that his conscience is under some effectual 
convictions of the evil of sin, and the ex- 
cellence and necessity of a godly life. The 
youth that hath not these qualifications, 
should not be devoted to the ministry. To 
devote an incapable, ungodly person to 
such an holy work, is worse than of old to 
have offered to God the unclean for sacri- 
fice. To do it under pretence of hoping 
that he may have grace hereafter, is a pre- 
sumptuous profanation, and worse than to 
design a coward to be a soldier, or a wick- 
ed, unsuitable person for a partner in life, 
in hope that they may become fit after- 
wards. 

“If therefore your parents have been so 
unwise as to dedicate that to God which 
was unfit for his acceptance, it concerns 
you quickly to look better to yourselves, 
and not to run into the consuming fire. 
You ought to be conscious of your own 
condition. If you know that you want 
either natural capacity, or readiness of 
speech, or serious piety and heart-de- 
votedness to God, do not meddle with that 
calling which requires all these. 

“Perhaps you will say, ‘What shall we 
do with ourselves? We have gone so far, 
that we are fit for nothing else.’ I answer; 
You are less fit for the ministry than for 
any thing. That which requires the high- 
est qualifications, will most shame and con- 
demn you if you want them. If you are 
not for physic or law, seek something else. 
You had better become servants, or turn 
to the basest employments, than to run 
into the sad case of Hophni and Phineas ; 
or of Nadab and Abihu, to the utter undo- 
ing of yourselves, and to the loss and dan- 
ger of many others. But remember, if 
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your unfitness be your ungodliness, whe- 
ther you are ministers or not, you will be 
for ever miserable, unless your hearts and 
lives be changed. When that is done, I 
would not discourage you; but, (believe 
me) it is far better to be a cobler or a 
chimney sweeper, or to beg your bread, 
than to be an ungodly minister, though 
with the greatest preferments, riches, and 
applause. 

* Perhaps parents will say, ‘If we de- 
vote none to the ministry till godliness ap- 
pears in them, few will be so devoted, 
since children seldom discover much sa- 
vour of religion; and some turn out bad, 
who when young, promised exceeding 
well.’ I answer: Children cannot be ex- 
pected to show that understanding in reli- 
gion which men may; but if they discover 
not a love to it, a conscientious regard to 
God’s authority, and the life to come, and 
a dislike of ungodliness and sin, you have 
no reason to presume they will be fit for 
the ministry. You can judge but upon 
probabilities; if they prove bad after an 
hopeful profession, it will not be charge- 
able upon you. But we all know that a 
hopeful youth is a great preparation to an 
honest age.” 


These are weighty sayings ; and 
if they deserve the attention of 
those youth who are able to support 
themselves, while prosecuting their 
studies, much more should they be 
prayerfully examined and applied 
by those, who, if educated at all, 
must be maintained for several 
years by the charitable funds of the 
church. A youth may be pious, and 
yet may be very destitute of good 
common sense, of an aptitude to 
learn, of the common readiness of 
speech, of the ordinary share of 
self-possession, of the bodily health 
requisite for study and ministerial 
labour; and in every such case, 
should be advised to serve God 
faithfully, in some other profession 
than that of a public preacher. 

E.S. E. 


ee 


A Word to the Rev. J. R. Willson. 


We have seen an angry publica- 
tion of the Rev. J. R. Willeen, com- 
plaining that a review sent by him 
was not inserted in our Magazine. 
He appears to have misunderstood 
the meaning of a notice on the cover, 
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in reference to communications 
from our brethren: which states, 
that the committee of publication 
« will hold themselves answerable 
for the sentiments expressed in the 
same (any communication), unless 
itis subscribed by the author’s name 
in full.” .This notice contains no 
pledge that every communication 
that may be signed by the author’s 
name shall be inserted, but only a 
piece of information that for such 
productions, when published, the 
writer alone is to be considered as 
responsible. To prevent any mis- 
conception of the meaning of that 
part of the notice, it was obliterated 
from the fourth number of the Ma- 
gazine. 

We can assure brother Willson, 
that he is entirely mistaken in re- 
gard to the motives which he sup- 
poses influenced the committee in 
refusing to insert his review. They 
had no apprehension of offending 
either Arians or Hopkinsians ; for 
they are in the constant practice of 
holding up to the view of their con- 
gregations the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity and of total depravity. 

The simple pa is this: When 
they had read as far as discovered 
to them the design of the writer to 
make an attack on Dr. Watts, they 
were able to conjecture from his 
known hostility to the use of Watts’ 
Psalms and Hymns in the worship 
of God, what was about to follow ; 
and therefore, without reading any 
farther, they laid it aside as inad- 
missible. In this determination the 
committee were unanimous, 

We can assure brother Willson 
too, that while his communication 
was undergoing examination, the 
pen was in the hand of that member 
of the committee whom he wishes 
to exculpate from the blame that he 
attaches to the other two. The 
crosses drawn over a part of his re- 
view, were made from no such mo- 
tive as he ascribes to the committee, 
but only with a view to shorten his 
communication, so as to bring it 
within the limits required by the 
Magazine. 
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Our brother appears altogether to 
have failed in his uesses. His 
failure may admonish him to be 
more cautious in future how he im- 
putes motives to others for which 
he has no evidence. We really have 
felt no displeasure at him. We 
know the man ; and could not help 
smiling, while reading his philippic 
against us. 

J. 5.5. 
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A Narrative of the State of Reli- 
gion, within the bounds of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church; and of the General Asso- 


ciations of Connecticut, Massa- 


chusetts, and New Hampshire, 
during the last year. 


The General Assembly have now under 
their care, sixty-two Presbyteries; fifty of 
which have sent up annual reports of thir- 
teen hundred churches within their re- 
spective bounds. With the subjects of those 
reports our churches are already familiar. 
The interest, therefore, which these sub- 
jects will excite, can be derived only from 
the charms which the providence and the 
grace of God may from time to time throw 
around them. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten, 
the beloved and co-equal Son of God, has, 
in every age, had a church upon earth. The 
existence of that church commenced with 
the promise that “the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head.” It has 
since subsisted amid the rage and persecu- 
tion of surrounding enemies; and, in spite 
of the power and policy of hell, will subsist 
till the end of time; when its visible and 
militant state will be succeeded by a tri- 
umphant state in glory. That church has 
not indeed, in every age, been alike visidle 
and prosperous. Sometimes it has been 
confined to a particular family, and at 
others to a particular nation. Sometimes it 
has been hid like a grain of mustard seed 
in the earth; and at others, it has been com- 
paratively a great tree, under whose shadow 
immortal souls have found security and 
peace. But amidst all the vicissitudes it 
has experienced, it has increased, and will 
increase until its borders shall be the bor- 
ders of the earth: it has shone, and will 
shine more and more, unto the perfect day. 
These remarks are illustrated and verified 
in the reports which the Assembly have re- 
ceived for the past year; a summary ac- 
count of which they hereby transmit to the 
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churches under their care. We have much 
to lament, but more to present as subjects 
of congratulation and praise. 

The sources of lamentation to which 
some of the Presbytertal reports direct us, 
are errors in doctrine and morals; neglect 
of the duties of family and social prayer; 
coldness and indifference on the part of 
professing Christians; and the want of 
labourers in the gospel vineyard. 

In some of our bounds, exertions are 
making, with a zeal worthy of a better 
cause, to propagate a modification of infi- 
delity under the name of Unitarianism or 
Socinianism ; and as there is an aptitude of 
the human heart to entertain the grossest 
errors, we regard it as an imperious duty 
to warn our congregations against every 
attempt to bring to their notice such doc- 
trines as deny the Lord who bought them. 

Immoralities in practice, have naturally, 
and in many places, flowed from error in 
doctrine. The intemperate use of ardent 
liquors, and the profanation of the Lord’s 
day, are particularly mentioned, as too pre- 
valent among those whom the “grace of 
God teaches, that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, they should lve soberly, 
righteously, and godly.” 

Professing Christians have, in too many 
instances, manifested a lukewarmness, ut- 
terly inconsistent with their profession, and 
the obligations they are under to Him who 
has loved them and given himself for them. 
Regardless of the awful imprecation, “ Pour 
thy fury upon—the families that call not on 
thy name,” they have omitted to bend be- 
fore the family altar, and offer their morning 
and evening sacrifices; and as if they ques- 
tioned the justness of the requisition, “ For 
all these thing's I will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them,” they have 
kept aloof from the meetings of social 
prayer, and neglected to present their 
united supplications for a blessing on them- 
selves, and on the whole Israel of God. 

The complaints of several of the Pres- 
byteries, of the want of a sufficient number 
of labourers in the gospel vineyard, have 
been truly affecting. Entire districts of 
country to the south and west, comprising 
a population of thousands of souls, are re- 
presented as destitute of ministrations of 
the word, from any denomination of Chris- 
tians. In one Presbytery, in which there 
are twenty-eight regularly organized 
churches, eighteen are destitute of the re- 
gular administration of the word and ordi- 
nances; in another, consisting of nearly 
forty churches, there are only eleven minis- 
ters; and, in another, out of twenty-eight, 
sixteen are vacant. Their lamentation is, 
‘the harvest is great, but the labourers are 
few ;” and their cry to their Christian bre- 
thren is, “Come over, and help us.” 

While on these accounts the Assembly 
have cause for lamentation, and call upon 














their churches to sympathize with, and pray 
for, those among whom the above mention- 
ed evils exist; they also call upon their 
churches to unite with them, in sentiments 
and expressions of gratitude and praise to 
God, for his great, his unmerited, and his 
continued goodness. We have probably 
never heard so much, nor had so much to 
tell of the wonderful works of God amidst 
the churches under our care. And we have 
only to regret, that the limits of this narra- 
tive will not allow a detailed account of 
what has taken place in this portion of the 
heritage of God. 

Outward attention to the means of grace 
has, with few exceptions, every where in- 
creased. Many new congregations have 
been organized, and new places of worship 
erected. Biblical and catechetical instruc- 
tions have been generally attended to. The 
children and youth, have been led to the 
fountain, and instructed in the first princi- 
ples of the truth, as one of the best pre- 
ventives against error and vice, in their 
more advanced years. Baptized children 
have in many congregations been convened 
with the parents who dedicated them to 
God, and been solemnly and affectionately 
reminded of their obligations to be the 
Lord’s. The system of Sabbath school in- 
struction has been pursued with great and 
increased success. Thousands, who, but for 
these institutions, would have grown up in 
ignorance and vice, been the grief of the 
church, and the curse of the community, 
are now taught their obligations to God, 
and fitted to be useful members of society. 
Great zeal and regularity is generally mani- 
fested by the pupils in their attendance: 
several instances were mentioned of young 
persons who frequently walked ten miles 
on the Sabbath, for the purpose of attending 
the school: and, in several instances, the 
blessing of God has attended this mode of 
instruction, to the hopeful conversion of the 
teachers and the taught. 

The monthly concert of prayer is gene- 
rally attended through the Presbyterian 
church, and the other churches connected 
with the General Assembly; and it is found 
that this extensive union of prayer for the 
influences of the Holy Spirit upon the 
church of Christ, and the gospel of salva- 
tion, appears to be attended with the spe- 
cial blessing of God. 

Additions have been made during the 
last year, to the churches from which re- 
ports have been received, of seven thou- 
sand one hundred and eighty-six souls. To 
many of these the Lord manifested himself, 
not “in the great and strong wind, which 
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces 
the rocks,” but in “the still small voice.” 
They were the fruits of the ordinary opera- 
tions of the apres in the word; which, 
though not called revivals, afford a gra- 
dual accession to the church, of such as we 
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trust shall be saved, and for which we owe 
to God our gratitude. But the most of that 
number, are the fruits of such numerous, 
extensive, and blessed outpourings of the 
Spirit of God during the past year, as the 
Assembly has never before had the oppor- 
tunity to record. These have been experi- 
enced in the Presbyteries of Rochester, 
Ontario, Cayuga, Onandaga, Otsego, Onei- 
da, Troy, Albany, Columbia, Hudson, New 
York, Jersey, Newton, Philadelphia, Grand 
River, Portage, Lexington, and Lancaster, 
and in the states of Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts, and New Hampshire. 

In the Presbytery of Rochester, the con- 
gregations of East Riga, Ogden, Rochester, 
Ridgway and Shelby, have received special 
communications of Divine grace ; the fruits 
of which are seen in the conversion of up- 
wards of 160 souls. In the Presbytery of 
Ontario, a work of revival is progressing in 
the congregations of Lima and West- 
Bloomfield, which promises favourable re- 
sults. In the Presbytery of Cayuga, the 
towns of Brutus and Auburn have shared 
extensively the effusions of the Spirit. 
Nearly 200 have been hopefully converted, 
and many more in both these towns are 
under serious impressions. The work has 
extended into adjacent towns; and Skanea- 
teles and Elbridge begin to share the effu- 
sions of the Spirit. 

In the Presbytery of Onandaga, the con- 
gregations of Homer, Truxton, Smithfield, 
Virgil, Preble, De Ruyter, the second con- 
gregation in Lenox, Cazenovia, the second 
congregation in Onandaga, and the third 
in Manhius, have been visited by refreshing 
showers of Divine grace; and more than 
360 have been added to the communion of 
the church. 

In the Presbytery of Oneida, 283 have 
made a profession of religion, as the result 
of a season of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord, in the congregations of Mount 
Vernon, Union, Westmoreland, Vernon, 
Utica, Holland Patent, Trenton, Litchfield, 
and New Hartford. 

In the Presbytery of Otsego, the con- 
gregation of Cherry Valley has had an ex- 
tensive revival, during which 129 have been 
added to the church ; about 50 hopeful con- 
verts have not yet united themselves with 
the church, and 50 more are still under 
deep convictions. In Cooperstown 25 have 
obtained hopes of an interest in Christ, and 
many others are under deep religious im- 
pressions; and in Springfield a work of 
grace has begun, which is still progress- 

ing. 

The Presbytery of Troy reports an in- 
stance of special refreshing in the congre- 
gational church in Bennington, Vermont, 
which, though not in their connexion, is 
under the pastoral care of one of their 
members, In that place from 25 to 30 per- 
sons have, in the course of a few months, 
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given hopeful evidence of a saving change. 
A very respectable accession has also been 
made to the church in Lansingburg, and 
88 persons have been added to the visible 
church in Nassau, as the fruit of a work of 
grace. 

The Presbytery of Albany have presented 
a most interesting and animating report to 
the Assembly. This report is printed: and 
the Assembly regret that its length is too 
great to admit its incorporation with this 
narrative. They however recommend its 
perusal to all the churches which can ob- 
tain a copy; confident that it will gladden 
every Christian heart. The additions to the 
churches, during the year 1820, as reported 
to that Presbytery, amount to nearly one 
thousand four hundred! Surely the Lord 
hath done great things for them, whereof 
we are glad. 

In the Presbytery of Columbia, an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit has been ex- 
perienced in New Lebanon and Chatham ; 
and in Catskill, Cairo, and the city of Hud- 
son, a good work has begun, which ts still 
progressing: and we hope we shall not be 
considered officious, when we gratefully 
mention, that the Dutch Reformed con- 
gregations of Coxsackie, Kinderhook, and. 
Claverack, which are in the vicinity of that 
Presbytery, have been also blessed with an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The Presbytery of Hudson state, that 
most of their congregations have been co- 
piously watered with showers of Divine 

e during the past year: and that the 
ruit has been the addition of 23 members 
to the church of Deerpark, 41 to that of 
Scotchtown, 110 to the church of Hope- 
well, 76.at Goshen, 199 at Blooming-grove, 
57 at Ridgebury, 140 at Chester, 40 at 
Bethlehem, 196 at Westtown, 69 at Hamp- 
stead, 69 at Greenbush, and 17 at Forrest- 
burgh, a congregation recently formed : 
making a total of one thousand and thirty- 
seven. 

In the Presbytery of New York, the 
Brick church has had a revival, which has 
resulted in the hopeful conversion of about 
eighty souls. 

In the Presbytery of Jersey, the church 
of Elizabethtown have added about 60 as 
the fruits of the revival of the preceding 
year, and in Orange, and particularly 
Bloomfield, a good work seems to have 
commenced. One hundred and fifty at 
least appear to have been awakened; and 


hopeful conversion. The revival yet pro- 
gresses. 

The Presbytery of Newton report, that 
during the past year, one hundred and 
eighty-five persons, who before were 
“strangers from the covenant of promise,” 
and enemies in their hearts, have been 
visited with the renewing and consoling 
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communion of the church; and they par- 
ticularly mention the church at Newton, 
as having been visited with the special in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit: and that 64 
persons of different ages and conditions, 
have already become the hopeful subjects 
of this work. 

In the Presbytery of Philadelphia, the 
church in the Northern Liberties, and the 
3d Presbyterian church in the city, have 
been favoured with special manifestations 
of the Divine presence. In the former, 60 
have offered as candidates for an approach- 
ing communion ; and in the latter, 73 com- 
municants have been received during the 
year, 48 of whom are the fruits of a revival 
which is still progressing. 

The Presbytery of Grand River report, 
that 15 townships, comprising 11 churches, 
have been visited with special revivals of 
religion; that to several others the Lord 
has vouchsafed a more than usual measure 
of his Spirit; and 253 souls have been 
added to the communion of the church, 
and the work is still progressing in several 
other towns. 

In the Presbytery of Portage the church 
of Euclid has been favoured with a revival, 
and about 100 are mentioned as the sub- 
jects, and in six or seven other congrega- 
tions there is special attention. 

The Presbytery of Lexington state, that 
in the missionary field within their bounds, 
there has been a general awakening; that 
in many instances convictions have been of 
the most deep and pungent kind; and that 
it has not been unusual for whole assem- 
blies to be bathed in tears during the de- 
livery of a discourse. 

The Presbytery of Lancaster state, that 
amidst the moral desolations within their 
bounds, a few favoured spots have received 
the cultivation of the Holy Spirit: that on 
Marietta, Waterford, Belfre, Adams, and 
Wooster, the dews of heavenly grace have 
descended, and resulted, in their charita- 
ble belief, in the saving conversicn of many 
souls, 

From the report of the delegates from 
the General Association of Connecticut, it 
appears, that a work of grace has begun 
in the course of the last year in New Ha- 
ven, which has ever since been extending 
to other towns; and that about 70 congre- 
gations, out of a little more than 200, are 
now sharers in the mighty operations of 
the Divine Spirit. The number of hopeful 
subjects of grace in the respective congre- 
gations has been from 20 to 300. This is 
stated to be the greatest work of Divine 
grace enjoyed by the churches of Con- 
necticut, since its first settlement, except 
the revival, in 1740-41. 

From the report of the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, presented to the As- 
sembly by their delegates, it appears that, 
in many churches in their several associa- 
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tions, there has been a time of refreshin 


_ from the presence of the Lord, which re- 


sulted in the addition of many hundreds to 
their communion. 

From the report of the delegate from 
the General Association of New Hampshire, 
it appears, that a glorious work of grace 
has been carried on in Boscawen—extend- 
ing to both the parishes in that town, and 
also into some of the neighbouring con- 
gregations. It also appears, that in the 
town of Bath, a time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord had been en- 
joyed, the result of which is, the addition 
of 103 to the communion of the church. 

While the Assembly unfeignedly rejoice 
in these and other signal revivals of reli- 
gion, and earnestly pray for still more rich 
manifestations of Divine grace to all the 
churches, they are convinced that the prin- 
cipal hopes of the church of God must rest 
on the ordinary operations of the Divine 
Spirit accompanying the appointed means 
of grace. The Lord has promised, that the 
humble, the faithful, and prayerful exer- 
tions of his ministers and people, shall 
never be without his blessing; yet he has 
reserved to himself the prerogative of wa- 
tering his churches with copious showers, 
as he in his wisdom sees fit. 

The character of these widely extended 
and wonderful works of God, has been 
much the same with those which have for- 
merly been reported to the Assembly. 
Deep and pungent sense of guilt, thorough 
convictions of inability to help themselves 
—professed hopes of forgiveness only 
through the atoning blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ—and dispositions to walk in 
all the commandments of the Lord, have 
marked the exercises of their respective 
subjects. 

These subjects have been of all ages 
and classes, from eighty dawn to ten years 
of age, The oldand stubborn oak, and the 
young and tender plant, have alike bent 
before the wind that “bloweth where it 
listeth.”? Scoffers, drunkards, and others of 
most profligate lives, have been made to 
bow at the feet of Jesus, and to own him 
as their Lord and Redeemer: and Infidels 
and Universalists have been humbled by 
the doctrines of the Cross, and warned 
their neighbours of the dangerous and 
soul-destroying errors of their respective 
schemes. 

The blessed effects of these outpourings 
of the Spirit have been seen in giving a 
new aspect to the moral state of society: 
the multiplication of and regular attend- 
ance upon meetings for social prayer; and 
a growing pony towards the support 
of the gospel and benevolent institutions 
throughout our land, 

In addition to these wonderful and heart- 
cheering events, for which the Assembly 
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Holy Spirit, their united and hearty thanks, 
they rejoice that they are also able to in- 
form the churches, that the state of reli- 
gion, in the different colleges within our 
bounds, and the bounds of those who are 
connected with us, is most encouraging. 
There are about 40 hopefully pious youth 
in Union college, Schenectady ; in the 
college at Princeton, there are 25; in 
Dartmouth college, New Hampshire, there 
are about 70; in Jefferson college, Penn- 
sylvania, and the University of North Caro- 
lina, there are several more; in Yale col- 
lege, at New Haven, there are about 90; 
and in Hamilton college 48, professors of 
religion. 

The hope that most of these will proba- 
bly devote themselves to the service of 
God, in the gospel of his Son, affords a 
most pleasing prospect to the American 
ehurches, 

The Theological Seminary at Andover, 
contains 112 students, and is in a flourish- 
ing condition. The Foreign Mission School 
at Cornwall, in Connecticut, contains more 
than 30 pupils, who speak eleven different 
languages, a number of whom are hope- 
fully pious. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
under the care of the General Assembly, 
continues to enjoy the smiles of Divine 
Providence. It contains at present 73 stu- 
dents, among whom the spirit of missions 
is increasing. From these fountains of sa- 
ered learning, we trust many streams will 
soon issue to gladden the city of our God; 
and that when the cry of the vacant con- 
gregations within our bounds, and from 
other destitute parts of our country and of 
the world, for help, shall reach the ears of 
these pious youth; and especially when 
they hear the interrogation of their Lord 
and Master, “saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?” they may all an- 
swer in the spirit of Isaiah, “Here am I, 
Lord, send me.” 

With this retrospect of the past, and 
these animating prospects of the future, 
we close our narrative of the state of reli- 
gion within our bounds:—hoping that those 
evils which exist, either among professing 
Christians or others, may excite suitable 
humiliation before God; that Christians, 
and Christian ministers, will be found more 
engaged at a throne of grace, and follow 
their prayers with corresponding endea- 
vours, for the advancement of the interests 
and the extension of the limits of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. 

We have, Christian brethren, the great- 
est cause for gratitude, and the greatest en- 
couragement to persevere. We have the 
promise that in the latter day Israel shall 
blossom and bud; that its boughs shall be 
sent out to the sea, and its branches to the 
river; that it shall spread itself like a 








goodly cedar, and be a dwelling place to 
the fowl of every wing. The Lord shall 
build up Zion; and comfort all her waste 
places. He will make the wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of 
the Lord: joy and gladness shall be found 
therein; thanksgiving and the voice of 
melody. I the Lord will hasten it in his 
time. Animated by these precious and 
faithful promises of God, continue your 
prayers and exertions; and then may we 
confidently hope, that ignorance and vice 
and delusion will be banished from our bor- 
ders, and that these, and other clogs being 
removed from its wheels, the Redeemer’s 
chariot will soon ride in majesty, and tri- 
umph over this western world. 

“Amen: even so, come Lord Jesus: 
come, quickly.” 

Published by order of the General Ass 
sembly. Attest, 

WitiraM NEILL, Stated Clerk. 


Philadelphia, May, 1821. 
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Address of the Board of Managers of 
the United Foreign Missionary 
Society, to each Minister connect - 
ed with the General Assembly, 
with the Reformed Dutch, and the 
Associate Reformed Churches. 


Beloved Brother, and Fellow Labourer in the 
Vineyard of our common Lord, 


You probably recollect that, inthe month 
of May, 1817, Commissioners, appointed by 
the General Assembly, and the Synods of 
the Reformed Dutch and Associate Re- 
formed Churches, convened in the city of 
Philadelphia, and agreed on a general plan 
of co-operation for giving to the Aborigines 
of our country the gospel of peace. Agreea- 
bly to the appointment of the highest 
judicatories of their respective churches, 
the same Commissioners met in the city of 
New York, in August of the same year, a 
period memorable in the history of the 
American churches, and organizeda society 
denominated the “United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society.” It would be ungrateful in 
the extreme, on the part of the managers, 
not to acknowledge that this institution has 
hitherto enjoyed, inan eminent degree, the 
smiles of that Master under whose authority 
it was formed. Harmony has marked their 
deliberations in private; and success, as far 
as can be expected in a work in the ac- 
complishment of which, so many obstacles 
must be surmounted, has crowned their 
operations. They have already two mis- 


sionary stations in the northwestern part of 


the state of New York; one among the Tus- 
carora, the other among the Seneca Indians; 
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and two in the southwestern part of our 
country, onc denominated Union, among 
the Little Osages, the other Harmony, 
among the Great Osages of the Missouri. 
At these various stations, including minis- 
ters of the gospel, mechanics of different 
kinds, farmers, females, whose office it is 
to teach the heathen the domestic arts, and 
children; there are employed more than 
seventy persons, exclusive of a number of 
hired men. No sooner is a field presented, 
seemingly white for the harvest, than la- 
bourers voluntarily offer themselves to 
enter it; and the friends of Christianity, 
with a hberality honourable to their pro- 
fession, consecrate their silver and gold, 
and every enjoyment of life, for their sup- 
port. 


Dearly Belowed Brother, 


The object of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, in offering this address, is 
affectionately to solicit you to hold in your 
congregation the monthly concert for pray- 
er, if it has not been already observed ; and, 
if you have already observed it, to aim at 
exciting the people to a more general at- 
tendance, and to greater fervour in plead- 
ing with Israel’s God, that his Spirit might 
descend upon all his churches, and that his 
gospel may be speedily diffused through 
every nation. We need not inform you, 
that the success of the missionaries among’ 
the heathen will much depend, under God, 
on the prayers of the churches in their be- 
half. While Moses lifted up his hand Israel 
prevailed, and probably, in proportion to 
the frequency and fervour of our suppli- 
cations, will the “pleasure of the Lord 
prosper in the hands” of those labourers 
whom we send forth to perishing pagans. 
How animating is the reflection, that when 
we convene in our respective temples, on 
the afternoon of the first Monday of every 
month, devoutly imploring that the Spi- 
ritual kingdom may come, we hold com- 
munion with Christians in Asia, and Africa, 
and Europe, and America; with that fa- 
voured company of every clime and kin- 
dred, and colour, with whom we hope 
shortly to swell that anthem of praise which 
will never cease, “Unto Him that loved us 
and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, to him be glory and dominion for 
ever.” And, without doubt, when the re- 
deemed of every age and country collect 
in the heavenly sanctuary, it will be the 
subject of delightful recollection, that we 
had co-operated with our prayers, and 
counsels, and secular substance, in pro- 
moting the common salvation upon earth. 

Another object of the managers, in ad- 
dressing you on the present occasion, is, 
respectfully to suggest the propriety of 
making a collection at your monthly con- 
cert, exclusively for aiding the funds of the 
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society, and of forwarding the amount col. 
lected to our Treasurer, W. Wilson, esq. in 
the city of N. York. Supplications that the 
Redeemer’s name may be known through- 
out the earth, and the devoting of a portion 
of our earthly treasures, are very properly 
united. In the former, we express our soli- 
citude that his glory may be advanced, and 
by the latter, we evince a willingness to 
spend for that important purpose, and “with 
such sacrifices Jehovah, our God, is well 
pleased.” Now, very dearly beloved bro- 
ther, on your exertions it must principally 
depend, whether this concert for prayer is 
observed in that section of the church 
which you occupy; whether it is attended 
with that earnestness which corresponds 
with the magnitude of the object, and 
whether contributions for aiding the society 
in its operations are made. And can you, 
or we, exert our influence in a cause more 
honourable and important? It must be 
matter of humiliation and grief, that the 
three denominations of Christians whom we 
represent, having the same Bible, holding 
essentially the same doctrines, and observ- 
ing substantially the same modes of wor- 
ship, had long stood aloof from each other 
in the glorious work of evangelizing the 
world. “Behold how good and pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity,” 
and walk hand in hand in furthering the 
scheme of redemption, which is the noblest 
of the works of God. Let us then unite 
our efforts with an ardour worthy the 
sacred name by which we are called, and 
endeavour to cultivate this whole west- 
ern wilderness, a considerable portion of 
which already “blossoms as the rose.” 
That the gospel of Jesus shall yet be 
preached to all the world, is as certain as 
that the natural sun which rises in the east, 
will roll along in his orbit, until he has en- 
lightened and cheered in his career, all the 
nations of the earth; and honourable wil! 
they be, in time and through eternity, who 
are most instrumental in promoting its dif- 
fusion. 

Some of you by whom this address will 
probably be read, may never be seen by us 
“in the flesh,” but be assured that we are 
present with you in spirit, ever ready to re- 
joice in your prosperity, and sympathize 
in your sorrows. That you may not be 
weary in well-doing, but remain steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, and at last be presented fault- 
less before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, is the prayer of your bre- 
thren in the faith of Jesus, and your fellow 
labourers in the work of his gospel, 

ALEXANDER PROUDFIT, 
Puitie MILLEDOLER, 
GARDINER SPRING, 
Committee. 
New York, May, 1821. 
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The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church acknowledges the receipt of the following sums for their Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton, during the month of May last,—viz. 


Of Captain Sowers, per Robert Ralston, esq., a collection in Brown’s Meet- 


ing-house Congregation, Virginia, - - - $12 50 
and from the Female Cent Society of Staunton . - 11 25 
Deduct a counterfeit 3 dollar note received in the above for the se 
Contingent Fund $20 | 75 : 


Of Rev. Dr. John M‘Dowell, for the professorship to be endow ed by the 
Synod of New York and New J ait viz. 


from Rahway - . - - $45 00 
Newfoundland - - - : - 5 50 Fz 
Elizabeth Town - 52 31} 102 | 81 a 
Of Rev. Thomas M, Strong, in full of his proportion fora scholarship to be ce 
endowed by the senior class of 1819 - - - - 15 
Subscriptions on Dr, Green’s papers for the Permanent Fund since June last | 200 
Do. of members of the last General Assembly for Contingent Fund, do. 95 


Of Rev. Robert H. Morrison, Concord Presbytery, for the professorship to 
be endowed in part by Synod of North — viz. 


from Rev. John Carrigan . - . _ 00 

Rev. James S. Adams - . - 76 00 

Rev. John Williamson - - - - 35 00 

Rev. Aaron Williams - - - - 32 00 

Rev. John B. Davis - - - . 20 00 

Per do. Dr. Hall’s ashen dame . . - 7 00 

Mr. Robert Harris - - - §1 00 

Rev. John Robinson - - - - - 5000 

Rev. Samuel C. Caldwell - - 50 00 

Rev. Eleazar Harris - - - - 26 00 

Rev. John M. Wilson - - - - 121 00 

John Phifer, esq. - - - 22 50 

Rev. Dr. James M‘Ree, Unity 3 in Lincoln - 51 00 

and Centre - - 30 00 

Rey. Joseph D. Kilpatrick : 111 50 
45 counterfeits, and $26 23 discount, are $0 be deducted from } 
the last above $804, leaving - (72) 77 i 


Of do. from Rev. John Robinson, the donation of ladies in Poplar Tent 
and Ramah Cougregeons Ist and 2d year, towards founding a scholar- 


ship . . - - - - $40 00 
Deduct discount - - 1 30 38 | 70 
Of Rev. Reuben Post, on Dr. Neill’s paper in “Washington City, for the 
Permanent Fund - 50 
from Female Cent Society, Washington City, for Contingent Fund - 15 
from Mrs. Hart, near Bladensburg do. - 10 
collection in Georgetown do. - 15 
and Elias B, Caldwell, esq. subscription do. - 10 
Of do. from the First Congregation in Washington City, for the uigue 
sorship to be endowed by Synod of Philadelphia ~~ 60 
Of Rev. John G. Bergen, Chatham, for the professorship to be endow ed 
by the Synod of New York and New Jersey | - - - 25 
Of Robert MNeely, esq. Trenton, for ditto - - - 114 } 25 
Of Mr. William Nassau, 1st, 2d and 3d instalment on Dr. Green’s paper for 
the Permanent Fund - - - 30 afi 
Of Rev. Henry R. Wilson, Silver Spring, ‘Contingent Fund - 5 ‘ 
Of Rev. George Reid, the 2d instalment of Rev. John Couser, for a profes- 
sorship to be endowed in part by the Synod of S. Carolina and Georgia {| 50 


Of Rev. William D. Snodgrass, the five following sums, for the professor- 
ship to be endowed in part by the Synod of North Carolina, viz. 





Ist instalment of Duncan M‘Leran, esq. . - - - 50 
from Rev. John M‘Intyre - . . 4 - - 80 | 85 
4rom Rev. Malcolm M‘Nair : ts ; . 47 | 50 











Carried over 1807 | 63 
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Brought over 
from the Session of the Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville - 
and from Rev. Samuel Stanford, Grove and South River 


Of do. for the ‘cmeres:-a to be founded by the Pregytery of Fayette | 


ville : - 

Of Rev. Dr. William N eill, from Rev. F. Herron, subscriptions i in First Pres- 
byterian Church, Pittsbur gh, $90. Deduct $2 70, discount - by 
Mr. Herron. For Contingent Fund - 

Of do. from Rev. Mr. Swift, subscriptions in Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh, $39, Deduct BI discount, paid by Mr. Swift. For do. - 
Of do. rhs 3d instalment of Robert Smith, esq. Baltimore, for Permanent 

Fund - - : - - - - 

Of Rev. Dr. Janeway, from Rev. Francis Cummins, Georgia, for Contingent 
Fund, viz. from Bethany $18 50, and from Salem $17 50 - 

Of Rev. John F. Clark, from the follow’ ing Dollar Societies for same fund, 
viz, from Flemington - : - - : : 

Greenwich - - - - : : 
Easton - - - - - - 
Lamington - - - - - : 
Amwell - - - : : - 

Of John Fine, esq. St. Lawrence Presbytery, for the education of pious 
students in the Seminary, viz. oa Denmark $1 01, and Sackett’s Har- 
bour, $2 04 - 

Of Rev. James I. Ostrom, North River Presbytery; for the pr sofessorship to 
be endowed by Synod of New York and ™_ weer Newburg $48 62 
New Windsor - - : 11 50 
and for the Contingent Fund 

Of Rev. Shepard K. Kollock, Orange Presbytery, a draft due in ‘New York 
on 27th June next, for S871, for the professorship to be endowed in part 
by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia 

Of do. another draft due at same time and place for $285, and cash for the 
scholarship to be endowed by the Presbytery of Orange : 

Of Rev. Samuel Robertson, Long Island eeenyeny from Ladies Society 


in Huntington - - - - $20 00 
Interest on monies mpnan to Sy nod last fall - “Te Oe 
Collection in do. - 8 00 


These $35 are for the Sy nod of New York and New Jersey’s professor- 
ship, but may now be used for the salaries of the professors. 

Of Rev. James Snodgrass, from Steubenville sate for the education 
of pious youth in the Seminary - 

Of Rev. James Galbraith, for the same fund, being the “ donation of a fe- 
male in Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, one ‘of Zion’s well wishers,” - 
and for the Contingent Fund - - - 

. Of Rev. George Pomeroy, Otsego Presbytery, for the same fund, viz. 
Cooperstown $12, Springfield $2 80, and Cherry Valley $2 - 

Of Mr. Ananias Platt, from William M‘Harg, esq. treasurer of the Dollar 
Society of First Presbyterian Church, Albany; and giv en for the profes- 
sor’s house . . - - . 

Of Rey. Isaac Vandoren for the Contingent Fund, being a collection two 
years past in the congregation of Goodwill - 
and from Hopewell, for the professorship to be endowed by the Synod 

of New York and New Jersey - - 

Of Rev. Samuel Harris, Londonderry Penny, from Ww indham congre- 
gation, for the Permanent Fund - 

Of Rev. Dr. John M‘Dowell, for the professorship to be endow red by the 
Synod of New York and New Jersey, from Springfield, - $6 00 
and from the Biblical and Church History Society of Elizabethtown 8 25 

Of Rev. Dr. Samuel Blatchford, for the fie seen Fund, 


viz. from Troy - - $59 43 

Lansinburgh and Waterford $13 85, "Stephentown B6 68 - 20 58 
Of Rev. John Frost, Whitesboro, for same fund - - 
Of Rey. Obadiah Jennings, Steubenville, do. - 


Of Rev. Francis Herron, from Rey. Joseph eereneen. Bethel and Ebe- 
nezer, do. “ 
OF Re 7. 


James Hillhouse, the enbtfiption < of Rev, Ww iHiam H. Barr, of Up- 
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er Long Cane Church, South Carolina, for the professorship to be en- 
owed in'part by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia - 250 
Rev. David me, HS from Second enn danene Church, Cin- 


cinnati, 


Collected by Rev. M. G. Wallace, on ‘subscription ‘ 
Deduct $1 50 discount paid by M. Monfort. Sum received for 


Brought over 2531 | 23 


‘ - §A 


Gr Ur 


00 
50 


Contingent Fund - - - 19 
if Rev. John Chester, for the professor’s house, viz. from Dollar Society 
Second Presbyterian Church, Albany - - - $70 00 
and collected by Rev. H. A. "Wood 6375 } 133 | 75 
Of Rev. Robert Johnson, from Youhagany, for Contingent F und se 11 | 75 


Of Rev. Horace Galpin, Newton Presbytery, do. - - 
Of Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, his 2d instalment fora professorship — - 50 
from Ercuries Beatty, esq. executor, in part of the legacy of John Har- 


: 8) 75 


rison, esq. late of Princeton, N. J. deceased; for Contingent Fund 348 | 84 
Old subscriptions of Messrs. John Wright, Aaron Harrison, _ and 
Aaron Quinby, of Orange, N. J. for same fund - - 17 | 50 
and from members of the Presbyterian Church in Frankfort, Ky . do. AT 
Of Rev. David Comfort, Kingston Dollar Society, for do. - - 17 | 75 
Of Rev. Joshua T. Russell, from Rev. M. Lyle, Briery Church, do. - 35 


Of Rev. Dr. Robert Cathcart, from Monaghan $3 75, Middle Spring BS 40, 


New Edition of the Presbyterian 
Constitution. 


A. Finley has in press, and will publish 
speedily, the Constitution of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States: con- 
taining the Confession of Faith, Cate- 


chisms, Forms of Government and Pro- 


cess, and Directory for Worship, asamend- 
ed by the Presbyteries, and ratified by the 
General Assembly, in May, 1821. This 
edition is to be printed under the inspec- 
tion of the Rev. Drs. Janeway, Neill, and 
Ely, of this city, who are a committee ap- 
pointed by the Assembly for this purpose, 
and whose certificate is requisite to au- 
thenticate the edition. The work is to be 
printed in a neat, handsome style, and will 


probably be completed i in a month from 
this date. 


Philadelphia, June 2, 1821, 




















and from Chambersburg, B10; same fund 19 | 15 
Of Rev. neg Day, Second Church, Geneseo, new. York, dei - 5 | 50 
Of Rev. Dr. A. Alexander, from Rev. Robert Glenn, of Jonesboro, East 

Tennessee, being contributions from Hebron and stick. in ‘iin 

don Presbytery, do. - - 78 

Of Rev. Horace Galpin, from Greenw ich, Newton Presbytery, for educa- 

tion of pious youth in the Seminary 3 
Of Rev. Isaac V. Brown, per Andrew Bayard, esq. from the Female Dollar 

Society of Lawrenceville, for Contingent Fund - - 53 
Of Samuel Bayard, esq. Princeton Church, collection for do. - 28 | 06 
Of Rev. Walter Monteith, Charlton Church, do. - 8 | 25 
Of Rev. Robert Russell, Allens township, for the education of pious youth 

in the Seminary - - - - - - 2 
Of Samuel Bayard, esq. his mileage as a commissioner, given to the Con- 

tingent Fund - - - - - - 3 | 10 
Of John Beatty, esq. his do. - 2 | 32 
Of Rev. Remembrance Chamberlain, for the scholarship to be founded by 

the senior class of 1819 - - - : - : 59 | 75 

Whole amount, 3712 | 70 








Selections. 
dying Follower of the World. 


In vr dread moment, how the frantic 
sou 

Raves round the walls of her clay tene- 
ment, 

Runs to each avenue, and shrieks for help. 

How wishfully she looks on all she’s 
leaving, 

Now no longer her’s. A little longer! 

Yeta little longer! O might she stay, 

To wash away her crimes, and fit her 

For the passage! Her very eyes weep 
blood ; 

And every groan she heaves is big with 
horror ; 

But the foe, like a staunch murderer, 
steady to_his purpose, 

sys he thro’ every lane of 
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track, but presses on, 
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Till forc’d, at last, to the tremendous 
verre, 
At once she sinks to everlasting ruin.” 
Barr. 


The following affecting account of the 
dying hours of a man of gaiety and plea- 
sure, was given by Mr. Hervey in a letter 
to that son of dissipation, sin and folly, 
the late Beau Nash, of Bath. It was de- 
signed as a friendly warning to him, to 
prepare to meet his God; though it isto 
be apprehended the warning was vain. 

“1 was not long since called to visit a 
poor gentleman, erewhile of the most 
robust body, and the gayest temper I 
ever knew. But when I visited him; 
Oh! how was the glory departed from 
him! I found him no more that sprightly 
and vivacious son of joy which he used 
to be; but languishing, pining away, and 
withering under the chastising hand of 
God. His limbs feeble and trembling; 
his countenance forlorn and ghastly ; and 
the little breath he had left, sobbed out 
in sorrowful sighs! Bis body hastening 
apace to the dust to lodge in the silent 
grave, the land of darkness and desola- 
tion. His soul just going to God who 
gave it: preparing itself to wing away 
unto its long home; to enter upon an 
unchangeable and eternal state. When 
I was come up into his chamber, and had 
seated myself on his bed, he first cast a 
most wishful look upon me, and then be- 
gan as well as he was ableto speak. ‘Oh! 
that I had been wise, that I had known 
this, that I had considered my latter end. 
Ah! Mr. , death is knocking at my 
doors ; ina few hours more I shall draw 
my last gasp ; and then judgmént, the 
tremendous judgment! how shall I ap- 
pear, unprepared as I am, before the all- 
knowing and omnipotent God ? How shall 
I endure the day of his coming?” When 
I mentioned among many other things, 
that strict holiness which he had formerly 
so slightly esteemed, he replied with a 
hasty eagerness: “Oh! that holiness ts 
the only thing I now long for. I have not 
words to tell you how highly I value it. 
I would gladly part with all my estate, 
large as it is, or a world, to obtain it. 
Now my benighted eyes are enlightened, 
I clearly discern the things that are ex- 
cellent. What is there in the place whi- 
ther I am going but God? Or what is 
there to be desired on earth but reli- 
gion ?”—-But if this God should restore 
you to health, said I, think you that you 
should alter your former course ’—* I 
call heaven and earth to witness,” said 
he, “I would I@bour for holiness, as I 
shall soon labour for life. Asfor riches 
and pleasures, and 
men, I account them 
no more to my happiné 
that lie on the fi 
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Judge would try me once more; i’ 
would but reprieve, and spare me ¢ 

tle longer; in what a spirit would I sp. 
the remainder of my days! I would kn 

no other business, aim at no other « 
than perfecting myself in holiness. Wh 
ever contributed to that; every means © 
grace; every opportunity of spiritual ir 
provement, should be dearer to me tha 
thousands of gold and silver. But’ alas 
why do I amuse myself with fond imagi- 
nations ? The best resolutions are now 
insignificant, because they are too late. 
The day in which I should have worked 
is over and gone, and I see a sad horrible 
night approaching, bringing with it the 
blackness of darkness for ever. Hereto- 
fore, wo is me! when God called, I re- 
fused; when he invited, I was one of 
them that made excuse. Now, therefore, 
I receive the reward of my deeds; fear- 
fulness and trembling are come upon me ; 
I smart, and am in sore anguish already ; 
and yet this is but the beginning of sor- 
rows! it doth not yet appear what I shall 
be; but sure I shall be ruined, undone, and 
destroyed with an everlasting destruc- 
tion !” 

‘This sad scene I saw with mine eyes ; 
these words, and many more equally af- 
fecting, I heard with.mine ears, and soon 
after attended the unhappy gentleman to 
his tomb.” 

—=— 


A HYMN BY KRISHNU, 


The first Hindoo baptized in Bengal, and * 
now a preacher of the Gospel. 


O thou, my soul, forget no more 

The Frrenp who all thy misery bore! 
Let every idol be forgot— 

But O! my soul, forget him not. 


Brumuv* for thee a body takes, 

Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks, 
Discharging all thy dreadful debt ; 
And can’st thou e’er such love forget ? 


Renounce thy works and ways with grief, 
And fly to this most sure relief; 

Nor Him forget, who left his throne, 
And for thy life, gave up his own. 


Infinite truth and mercy shine 

In Him—and he, himself, is thine ; 

And can’st thou, then, with sin beset, 

Such charms, such matchless charms, 
forget? 


Ah! no—till life itself depart, 

His name shall cheer and warm my heart; 
And, lisping this, from earth I’ll rise, 
And join the chorus of the skies. 


Ah! no—when all things else expire, 
And perish in the general fire, 

This name all others shall survive, 
And through eternity shall live. 





* The Hindoo name of the one God. 





